

Wdiewt aiiti-UJi. protest In Seoul 

S ?? 1 *■*■* **®«S homemade branto and swinging 
**gj*r* t * ohc h* o the P-S. amfragmdsrt home Friday and weutSii 
MB-Wrraa pngc,““*™* artwork and other etyccte before police 
togged them out, effldafa said. -Ambassador Donald Grog aad Ida wife 
escaped unhurt. Later, hundreds of radical *»■«*— staged anti-UJS. 
pnwnsM at least three Stool nrnipmw , barging Annin fey and 
jaMn g fty tfac cxpuMoii of QA treapa from Sooth Korea. Police said sir 
*■ “m&VS. death aquad” scaled the walk of 
Urtg g r « rcaidQQiMl campaaod rient oae kflomrtre frwa the U.S. emb^ 
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__ _- _ *»««d down a door aad sebed then, poBce said. 

“Drive cut fee Yates,” sfodnets sc reamed as poBce hurtled them away. 


Kidnappers re l e as e Swiss stewardess 

ZXJgKM (R) — A Swta AUte stnrardcss sefaed in Lebanon and held 
captive for fire days has been released, Swbsafa- said Friday. A spokesmen 
<*M. “i en only confirm she b free.** Astrid Fischer, 31, was on a 
tiim month baSday when she was grabbed by mrirtcnttOrtt gunmen near 
the northern port of Tripoli Sunday. In Bdrut, a (ttpkmatfe source said 
BaW i; ffiMH i rypdted than a raw between two rival boyfriends. One of 
them bad ordered her abduction. Be said sbe had been asked to leave 
and net return. Syrian troops which control northern Lebanon 
Fischer over to flame r Lebanese President Mrinwt Fraqjkfa 
Thursday following pe mw e from the Swiss gora ament to secure her 
release. Swiss government sources said her case was not connected to that 
of two Swbs Bed Cross workers, who were kidnapped in sonthern Lebanra 
eight days a go - B u m *—npi Christen and EBo Erripo were abducted 
outside a Red Cram Medical centre near the Plslestinfan refugee camp of 
‘Ain A1 Bttveh at Sidon. 
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King lauds Canadian stand, hopes 
for continued efforts for peace 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Writer 

CALGARY — His Majesty King 
Hussein Friday paid tribute to 
Canada's positive approach to the 
Palestinian problem and called on 
the country to continue to exert 
efforts to seek a solution to the 
Middle East conflict. 

“We have noted with deep 
appreciation the positively evolv¬ 
ing position of (the Canadian 
government),” said the King in 
an address at a dinner hosted by 
Canadian Foreign Minister Joe 
Clark and referred to Ottawa's 
decision in March this year to 
upgrade contacts with the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). “This courageous and 
far-reaching decisions taken by 
the Palestinian people and their 
representative leadership, the 
PLO, regarding peace with 
Israel... reflect a realistic and 
pragmatic approach which has 
altered long-s tanding assump¬ 
tions in a fundamental way. This 


did not gp unnoticed by the gov¬ 
ernment of Canada. You recipro¬ 
cated by upgrading the level of 
your contacts with the PLO and 
by recognising the right of the 
Palestinian people to self-deter¬ 
mination,” the King sa i d . 

The Kang described Canada's 
reaffirmation of its commitment 
to Security Council Resolution 
242 as a “major contribution to 
the cause- of a just, lasting and 
comprehensive peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East.” 

The King expressed regret that 
“Israel remains adamant in its 
refusal to reciprocate the fun¬ 
damental change of attitude 
which is taking place amongst the 
Palestinians, and which is sup¬ 
ported by the entire Arab na¬ 
tion.” 

“We hope that the Canadian 
government win continue to exert 
its influence in the positive man¬ 
ner which has characterised its 
approach to help put an end to 
this sad and tragic conflict,” be 
said. 


In his speech, the King also 
paid tribute to Canadian-Jorda¬ 
nian relations and expressed hope 
that the discussions he bad wrth 
Canadian leaders during his cur¬ 
rent visit “will undoubtedly 
strengthen the already good rela¬ 
tions of friendship and coopera¬ 
tion betweeu onr two countries.” 

Earlier, In a speech at the Calgary 
Chamber of Commerce, the King said 
CaT |p Hjqn-Tfvf<) y ni ai i relations had 
ncran “in breadth and intensity over 
me past yeare,” and praised Canada's 
“constructive spirit of international 
cooperation ana genuine concern for 
the issues of peace and develop¬ 
ment.” 

The King referred to the various 
problems encountered by the de¬ 
veloping world, including economic 
issues, regional conflicts, global con¬ 
frontation and the waste of resources 
on the arms race which he said have 
had a sobering effect at the superpow¬ 
er level. 

He said: “collective efforts, both in 
the Arab-Canadam framework -and 
the complementary sphere of Cana- 
dum-Jordanian cooperation, can con¬ 
tribute significantly to the develop¬ 


ment of a better solution of the 
predicament of mankind.” 

The King said the Arab-Israeli con¬ 
flict bad caused “environmental-de¬ 
mographic upheavals'' with their 
“heaviest burdens on Jordan. 

“Not only two human waves of 
Palestinians had to be accommodated 
in Jotdan in 1947 and 1967, but 
envinmment-deanogr^faic tmdercur-. 
rents were set in motion since 1947 
that are still working themselves out 
as the 1990s approach,” the King 
said. 

The King pointed out that Jordan 
was the only Arab country to provide 
the Palestinians with the opportunity 
to fan fmH dignified socio-economic 
integration. “Israel has continued to 
evade the responsibilities towards the 
indigenous populations of Palestine,” 
be said. “Extremists in Israel, in their 
continuous attempts to evade respon¬ 
sibility, have mounted the slogan that 
(Jordan is Palestine). By the same 
token. it can be claimed that Israel is 
Poland in view of the largc p ropor tk m 
of its population originating there.” 

The King said the only way for 
peace in the Middle East was through 
the “exercise by the Palestinians 
under occupation of their legitimate 


rights of self-determination...." 

The King underlined Jordan’s firm 
commitment to a peaceful solution to 
the conflict: on the basis of “umvereal- 
ty accepted principles and con- 
venams. , 

“One such principle is the inadmis¬ 
sibility of the acquisition of territory 
by war,” he said. “Hence an une¬ 
quivocal commitment to the principle 
of land for peace, the acknowledge¬ 
ment of the right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination, and the 
security of all states In the region are 
the cornerstone for such a lasting 
peace.” 

“Tim Arabs, and the Palestinians in 
particular, have taken a clear stand in 
accepting these principles. Tbs has 
been acknowledged and welcomed by 
the whole world, including Cana¬ 
da...,” be said. “How ironic it is that 
Israel has always claimed that the 
main hnrdk to peace was Arab refus¬ 
al to negotiate; now that the Palesti¬ 
nians have adopted a resonabie and 
realistic negotiating stand, Israel re¬ 
jects the principle of land for peace 
and the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinians.” 

He called on Israel to adopt a “more 
pragmatic and constructive 



mjproach... to give peaoe a chance, so 
that the energies aim resources of the 
region could be put to better use, that 
would generate economic prosperity 
for all people in the region.” 

The Kin g also referred to the eco¬ 
nomic situation in Jordan and said the 
Kingdom “has been pot on a new 
course that is already enhancing its 
national economy and its regional 
role.” 

“Controlling the fiscal deficit, de¬ 
regulation, liberalisation and a doser 
integration with the world economy 
are the main pivots of Jordan's new 
strategy for the nineties,” the King 
said. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Tines Staff Reporter 

I 

AMMAN — The process of 
restoration of parliamentary 
life to Jordan takes die first 
formal torn today with the au¬ 
thorities opening their doors to 
receive nomination papers from 
aspirants ranging from a 75- 
year-old tribal leaderto-a West-, 
era-educated 31-year-old peek¬ 
ing seats in the Lower House of 
Parliament in the Nov. 8 elec¬ 
tion. 

As of this morning, and over 
the next two days, candidates, 
will submit their nominations, 
and formally launch their cam¬ 
paigns to gain the confidence, 
more important still, votes of 
the people} to read) the domed 
Parliament house, deserted 
since July 31 last year when IBs 
Majesty King Hussein dissolved 
the Lower House to absorb the 


reality of Jordan’s decision to 
sever legal and administrative 
links with the occupied West 
Bank. 

Estimates of the number of 
candidate range between 700 
and 800 for the SO seats in the 
House, but, by all accounts, the 
race is tough for everyone ex¬ 
cept a few who appear to be 
already, confidently planning 
their strategy on the House 
floor.- 

The very lack of any 
meaningful contacts between 
die “public figures” and the 
electorate for a very long 
period, hardly any of the poten¬ 
tial candidates is able to define 
his or her standing among the 
voters and to assess the chances 
of winning or losing the race. 

Indigenous statistical formu¬ 
las projected by several candi¬ 
dates as a way of transcending 
this logjam lack a secure margin 


Taif talks hit 
new/old snags 


TAIF (AP) — Renewed tussling 
over the timetable for a Syrian 
troop withdrawal and anew Mus- 
tim-Christian power sharing 
agreement dented the optimism 
Friday that a parliamentary com¬ 
mittee had agreed on a formula 
for ending Lebanon's 14-year 
civil war. 

A meeting scheduled to pul the 
finishing touches on the agree¬ 
ment was postponed repeatedly 
as Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Sand A1 Faisal met with a Maro- 
n«te parliame ntary member wbo 
stormed out of the meeting a day 
earlier, conference sources said. 

George Saadeh, who beads the 
right-wing Falangist Party, left 
the committee meeting accusing 
the Muslims of making “crippling 
demands.” 

He did not say what the de¬ 
mands were, but stressed in a 
note sent to the press centre 
“they affect intrinsic issues” and 
“cannot be accepted under any 
circumstances.” 

Conference sources said Sy¬ 
rian-backed Muslim legislators 
had stepped up their demands for 
sweeping political concessions by 
the Maronites and that the 
Christians had again raised the 
issue of Syrian troop withdrawals. 

Lefrpneae sources in Taif re¬ 
ported that Saadeh walked out as 

lawmakers argued over the pow¬ 
ers of the parliament speaker, 
who was traditionally been a 
Shiite. 

They said deputies held side 
consultations Friday to try to 
head off farther unexpected erup¬ 
tions once the meeting got 
underway. 

Despite the appearance of an 
agreement late Thursday, 
Beirut's .independent A1 Nahar 
daily reported that Michel 
Aoun’s pledge to pursue his “war 
of liberation 7 ' agaamt the Syrians 
prevented the lawmakers meeting 
to announce a breakthrough. 


Conference sources said that a 
17-member committee of legisla¬ 
tors had reached preliminary 
agreement on a “national recant 
cfliation charter” under Arab. 
League auspices. 

The committee, headed by Par¬ 
liament Speaker Hussein Hus- 
seini, a Shfite, was expected to 
reconvene Friday to put the 
finishing touches to the reported 
agreement. 

Aoun declared Thursday in 
Beirut that the deliberations by 
the 63 Lebanese legislators — 33 
Christians and 30 Muslims — 
were irrelevant. 

Referring to 40,000 Syrian 
troops deployed m three-quarters 
of Lebanon, he declared: “We. 
cannot rebuild our country under 
the shadow - of an occupying 
force.” 

Beirut’s A1 Safe daily said 
Aoun’s remarks amounted to a 
“public and direct threat” to 
Christian legislators in Taif 
against making major political 
concessions without guarantees 
of a swift Syrian pullout. 

“Aoun’s threats sent shivers 
down the spines of some Christ¬ 
ian parKwirw-ntaruim in Taif,” the 
daily said. 

But it also-quoted “weD-in- 
formed Arab sources*’ as saying 
feat Arab League mediators and 
most of the Lebanese lawmakers 
“regard Aoun’s threats-as a sum¬ 
mer doud that will pus when the 
Taif talks culminate in a final 
accord on reforms.” ' 

The sources, who- spoke on 
condition of anonymity, gave no. 
details of the tentative accord. 
But Beirut radio stations said it 
included a “hunted and phased” 
Syrian withdrawal and political 
reforms that reduce the power of 
Lebanon’s president. 

The Arab League peace plan 
envisages the gradual abofifipnof 
sectarianism in Lebanon wife a 
Syrian withdrawal from Beirut. 


of accuracy as a direct resnlt of 
their inability to define political 
and social trends in the 
Kingdo m. 

Almost everyone admits that 
the political and social forces in 
play in the Kingdom have 
undergone tremendous changes 
since 1967 when Jordan had its 
last general elections. Regional 
and-.national. developments , 
have further contributed to 
chang in g the priorities of the 
people as well as the decision¬ 
makers; fee only element which 
has retained some semblance of 
stability is tribal affiliations 
which always played a key role 
in any Jordanian election, 
whether on fee village and 
municipal level or on fee 


Almost all would-be candi¬ 
dates agree that these forces 
can be generalised into three 


categories governed respective¬ 
ly by the economy factor, Jor¬ 
dan’s severance of links with 
the West Bank and the April 
unrest against price rises in fee 
south in April. 

These were seen by many 
observers as the main contribu¬ 
tors to fee speeding up the 
democratic process in the King¬ 
dom wife a special emphasis on 
fife" urgency of bolding national 
elections which would ensure 
public participation in decision¬ 
making as stipulates in the first 
article of the Constitution 
which stipulated that the rale is 
“parliamentary, monarchy and 
bereditory.” His Majesty fee 
King has said, as far bade as 
February this year, that Jordan 
will hold general elections 
sometime soon. 


(Continued on page 3) 


Did ‘Friday 13th 
virus’ hit Jordan? 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN—Computer users in Jordan were nervously awaiting the stroke 
of midni ght Friday for what could perhaps be one of the most devastating 
blows—for, OtfcOl Friday, Oct. 13, was the time when a computer virus was 
supposed to be triggered to go on a rampage and destroy irrcpteceable data. 

By Friday evening, there was no report of the rims “surfacing’’ in any of 
the computers in use in Amman, but experts noted that it was a holiday for 
most and therefore it was difficult to determine. 

A computer virus is a rogue programme that is smuggled into a disc or 
into another progr amm e. Once released, the virus copies itself at a virulent 
rate, viciously eating up a computer’s processing capability and destroying 
stored information. For the layman, it would be the equivalent of mixing 
index cards in a library so books would be impossible to locate. 

Since March, a dozen versions have been found of a virus that is 


However, there is nothing supernatural about the computer virus, widely 
known as “rtatacrimc,” said a computer dealer in Amman. “It is manmade, 
and aimed to destroy hours and hours of painstaking work.” 

How do users get this “communicable indiscriminate disease”? 

The virus moves into a computer through a floppy disc, tele phone link or 
network, according to a local engineer who services equipment manufac¬ 
tured by the U.S.-based International Business Ma c hi nes (IBM). “You can 
also get it through interchanged used floppy discs which contain the virus,” 
said Nabil Kawwa of General Computer and Electronics Company. 

“All the IBM dealers have been contacted and warned of the virus,” he 
added. “It is supposed to be triggered on Friday which is somewhat lucky 
for us since everyone is off and most computers are not in use,” Kawwa told 
the Jordan Times Friday. 

He cautioned that depending “on how mean the virus is” it could even 
begat scrambling data, turning it into “electronic rubbish” after Friday die 

“Datacrime" is designed to enter IBM equipment or IBM-compatible 
computers which are widely used in hotels ana banks in the country and are 
papular among personal users. 

If it is triggered, the words “Datacrime entered March 119®” will flash 
oo the screen and within second? the virus mil destroy data and instructions 
stored in memory on the computer's hard disc. 

Computer experts in Jordan as well as elsewhere are split on bow 

datwenms the vims really is. 

“fi is dangerous for us because we get many of our programmes from 
outside which could be infected,” said the chief executive of another 
com put er firm who suspects he might have been infected by a vims three 
weeks back. “We were doing a programme for a customer and suddenly we 
were unaWe to continue becanse the hard disc, which should have had over 
14 nhQiofl bytes of memory, ran out of memory.” 

“There was now way for me to use some of the programmes on the same 
hard disc awl to Qurite an attempt at sating the situation,” be said. “I had to . 
start from scratch after deanmg the hard disc of all data.” 

He pointed out feat since many users in Jordan use and copy other users* 
Vwill be difficult to determine the extent of soch vims infections in 
fee Kingdom. 

Another expert user said, “I definitely was infected by a vans two weeks 


(Continued on page 3) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt 
faces an uphill task in trying to 
bridge a widening gulf between 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) and Washington’s 
ideas for Middle East peace talks, 
diplomats said Friday. 

, “Palestinian, attitudes are 
hardening,” said one Western en¬ 
voy. “(PLO Chairman Yasser) 
Arafat is under great pressure 
from within not to give any furth¬ 
er ground.” 

Two senior PLO officials ar¬ 
rived in Cairo eaity Friday for 
talks with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid, 
and Palestinian sources said Ara¬ 
fat may follow in a matter of 
days. 

Foreign Ministry sources said 
fee main issne likely to be discus¬ 
sed was U.S. Secretary of State ' 
James Baker’s five-point formula 
for obtaining Israel’s go-ahead 
for IsraelirPidestiman talks on 
possible elections in the occupied 
territories. 

“We will present the Baker 
plan, discuss the options and lis¬ 
ten to what they (the PLO visi¬ 
tors) have to say,” said one Fore¬ 
ign Ministry source. 

The officials visiting Egypt, are 
PLO Executive Committee mem¬ 
bers Mahmoud Abbas and Yasser 
Abed-Rabbo. 

Hardline Palestinians have 
attacked Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak over his efforts to 
break the impasse between Israel 
and fee PLO. 

Mahmoud Abbas said in Tunis 
Thursday that the FLO Central 
Council meeting in Baghdad Sun¬ 
day would discuss George 
Habash’s remarks against 
Mubarak. 

Abbas told fee Palestinian 
news agency WAFA that 
Habash’s remarks were “no lon¬ 
ger welcome on the Palestinian 
and Arab stage.” 

Palestinians are increasingly 
frustrated at what they as Amer¬ 
ica’s variolation in the quest for 
peace. 

Salah Khalaf, a deputy to Ara¬ 
fat and leading member of the 
mainstream Fateh organisation, 
told Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency in remarks published 


Israelis kill 5, 
wound dozens 


Thursday feat Washington was 
merely shuffling its feet 

Arafat’s political adviser, Bas- 
sam Abu Sharif, warned in an 
article published by fee London- 
based A1 Hayah newspaper that 
fee Palestmian-lsraeli conflict 
could explode unless the interna¬ 
tional community led by 
Washington stopped stalling. 

The Israeli Jerusalem Post Fri¬ 
day published what it said was the 
.exact wording of Baker’s five 
points. 

Israeli officials said the paper's 
wording was accurate and the 
points are as follows: 

1. The U.S. understands that 
Egypt and Israel have been work¬ 
ing hard and that there is now 
agreement that an Israeli delega¬ 
tion will conduct a dialogue with 
Palestinians in Cairo. 

2. The U.S. understands that 
Egypt cannot substitute for fee 
'Palestinians in feat dialogue and 
that Egypt will consult with the 
Palestinians on all aspects of that 
dialogue. Egypt will also consult 
wife Israel and tire U.S. 

3. The U.S. understands that 
Israel wfll attend the dialogue 
after a satisfactory list of Palesti¬ 
nians has been worked out. Israel 
will also consult with the U.S. 
and Egypt on this matter. 

4. The U.S. understands that 
fee government of Israel will 
come to fee dialogue on the basis 
of the Israeli government May 14 
initiative. 

The U.S. further understands 
that elections and negotiations 
will be in accordance wife fee 
Israeli initiative. The U.S. under¬ 
stands, therefore, that tbe 
Palestinians will be free to raise 
issues that relate to their opinion 
on bow to make elections and 
negotiations succeed. 

5. In order to facilitate the 
process, fee U.S. proposes that 
the foreign ministers of Israel, 
Egypt and the U.S. meet in 
Washington within two weeks. 

Israel Radio Wednesday 
broadcast an abridged version of 
fee five points. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Sh amir has dismissed the Amer¬ 
ican idea as a way to revive 
Middle East peace efforts. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — At least 12 Palesti¬ 
nians were shot and wounded by 
Israeli troops in tbe occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip Fri¬ 
day, one day after fee occupying 
forces killed five Palestinians. 

A Palestinian driver who hit an 
Israeli man and a soldier Friday 
in the Gaza Strip was shot ana 
wounded by Israeli troops, fee 
army command said. 

The Israeli civilian suffered se¬ 
rious injuries, and fee soldier was 
injured lightly, an anhy spokes¬ 
man said. * 

The spokesman said an army 
officer and a soldier who witnes¬ 
sed fee incident in Gaza City 
opened fire on the Arab vehicle, 
wounding tbe driver. Hospital 
officials identified him as 23-year- 
old Jamal Mahmoud Abdul Adi 
of fee Shati refugee camp. 

It was unclear if fee incident 
was related to a protest strike 
called Friday in Shati to mourn 
tire death of a camp resident shot 
a day earlier in a clash wife Israeli 
troops. 

A three-year-old boy from Sha¬ 
ti, Attiyah A1 Gburani, mean¬ 
while was still in critical condition 
in hospital after suffering a 
shattered skull Thursday. 

Officials at Shifa hospital in 
Gaza said Thursday the injury 
was caused by a rubber bullet 
fired by Israeli soldiers. 

Tbe army gave no explanation 
why It believed the Gaza incident 
was international. 

Also in Gaza City, the army 
sealed the houses of two boys 


detained last July and accused of 
membership in an underground 
“popular committee” feat kid¬ 
napped Gazans to enforce direc¬ 
tives in tbe uprising, journalists 
said. 

The attack in Gaza followed a 
day of bloody confrontations in 
the occupied territories Thurs¬ 
day, when Israeli troops shot to 
death five Palestinians. 

In tbe West Bank town of 
Nablus, residents staged an im¬ 
promptu strike, closing shops and 
schools, to protest tbe shooting 
Heathc of two Palestinians Thurs¬ 
day, residents said. 

Much of Thursday's violence 
occurred in Nablus. 

Journalists reported many con¬ 
frontations between Palestinians 
and soldiers. Hospital officials- 
said 13 Arabs from Nablus and 
nearby refugee camps were tre¬ 
ated for gunshot wounds. 

Police patrolling Jenin refugee 
camp fatally shot a 20-year-old 
man who tried to hurl a cement 
block down on them, the army 
said. 

Britain's fop diplomat in fee 
Israeli-occupied territories has 
called for an inquiry into a report 
erf soldiers shooting an Arab who 
had surrendered and then firing 
three bullets into him as he lay on 
tbe ground. 

British Consul-General Ivan 
Callan, who visited the occupied 
West Bank town of Nablus 
Wednesday, said a woman told 
him how she saw 21-year-old stu¬ 
dent Ntdal A1 Habash shot to 
death. 


ICRC seeks meeting 
with Syrian pilot 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — In¬ 
ternational Red Cross officials 
are trying to arrange for tbe 
return of a Syrian air force officer 
and a MiG-23 fighter jet in which 
he landed in northern Israel. 

The International Red Cross' 
chief delegate in Syria, Ulrich 
Lennartz, a Swiss, said contacts 
wife Israel through Geneva on 
fee matter were initiated 
Wednesday after tbe pilot. Major 
Adel Basem, 34, landed in 
Megiddo. 90 kflometres north of 
occupied Jerusalem. 

He said fee move was under¬ 
taken at fee request of the Syrian 
government. He said Damascus 
officially asked that the Interna¬ 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) to intervene to 
secure the repatriation of the 
pilot and plane. 

Syria says the plane’s only en¬ 
gine suffered a technical fault and 
fee pilot had no choice but to 
make an immediate, emergency 
landing. 

Israel Haimc the officer has 
sought political asylumn. 

The pilot said Friday the 
Israelis had no prior knowledge 
that be was coming. 

He was ■ speaking at a news 
conference held under heavy 
security at an army base near Tel 
Aviv. It was apparently staged to 
quash speculation that he was a 
long-term Israeli agent 

The Israeli press called for a 
reappraisal of Israel's air de¬ 
fences after Abel’s flight Wednes¬ 
day, saying it raised questions 
why Israeli warplanes did not 
intercept him. - 

Adel, still wearing an olive 
green Syrian flight suit wife a 
major’s insignia, said he had 
turned off ms plane's electronic 


instruments in an effort to indi¬ 
cate be bad no hostile intent. 

“It was a very difficult mission 
because the part of the border 
where I crossed was spread full of 
missiles,” be said through an 
Israeli interpreter. 

He said he did not know where 
he was going in Israel and would 
have tried to land on a road had 
he not spotted the small civilian 
airstrip near Negiddo where he 
came down. 

The Israeli newspaper Davar 
earlier quoted Adel as telling an 
Israeli aircraft mechanic that he 
decided to defect after Syrian 
police broke his ribs last year 
when he requested decent 
housing. 

But he told the news confer¬ 
ence that he derided many years 
ago to leave Syria and planned his 
move several months ago. He 
said he had acted alone in break¬ 
ing away during a training flight. 

Adel declined to answer ques¬ 
tions about politics or his family. 
Israeli security men would not let 
journalists film or photograph 
him or record his voice. 

He said there was no need for 
him to meet a representative of 
the ICRC. 

Israeli officials said the Syrian 
was flying the most modem inter¬ 
ceptor version of the MiG-23, 
introduced into the Syrian air 
force after 1982 battles with Israel 
during the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon, and previously unseen 
in the West 

They described it as a MiG- 
23ML and said that while it was 
less modern than the MiG-25 
interceptors and MiG-29 bom¬ 
bers recently acquired by Syria, it 
as still a major find. 


Goods trains said moving into Armenia, Georgia 


MOSCOW (Agencies)—Freight 
trains have resumed carrying 
scarce food and fuel into Arme¬ 
nia, ending a protracted blockade 
imposed by fee neighbouring re¬ 
public Azerbaijan, the Soviet rail 
minister said Friday. 

Nikolai Konarev told the Com¬ 
munist Party daily Pravda that 
the movement of goods, baited 
by Azerbaijani workers in Au¬ 
gust, was “changing for fee 
better.” 

Referring to operations 
Wednesday night, be said: “All 
types of trains, including some 
carrying oil products and food, 
moved unhindered from Azerbai¬ 
jan to Armenia and Georgia.'' 

A journalist at Armenian Tele¬ 
vision in Yerevan told Reuters 


that fuel was still in short supply. 
“Trains are starting to get 
through nowand some are bring¬ 
ing in feel but there is still not 
enough,” he said. 

The official TASS news agency 
reported Thursday that rail traffic 
had resumed in fee Transcau- 
casns region. Two similar re¬ 
ports this month proved un¬ 
founded, wife the blockade re¬ 
maining in place and only con¬ 
signments of rotten food getting 
through. 

The blockade was imposed to 
pressure Armenians into drop¬ 
ping their claim to fee disputed 
Azerbaijani enclave Nagorno- 
Karabakh and was extended to 
Georgia last month when 
nationalist groups there refused 


to support Azerbaijani activists. 

Pravda quoted railway officials 
in fee region as saying prompt 
unloading of freight cars was vit¬ 
al. Officials in Armenia were un¬ 
available to comment on whether 
goods were reaching their des¬ 
tination. 

Azerbaijanis, who describe the 
blockade as an embargo, have 
threatened to pursue their action 
until Armenians cease “interfer¬ 
ing in their internal affairs” over 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

According to official sources 
more than 120 people have died 
in fee region during 19 months of 
violence over the issue. 

Soviet Interior Ministry troops 
sent to Nagorno-Karabakh to 


maintain peace between fee two 
communities have killed two peo¬ 
ple in incidents this week. 

Local authorities in fee terri¬ 
tory, populated mainly by Arme¬ 
nians but administered by Azer¬ 
baijan for more than 60 years, 
have repeatedly asked to be reas¬ 
signed to Armenia. 

The Kremlin has ruled out any 
border changes and last January 
placed tiie ara under fee control 
of a Moscow-appointed com¬ 
mittee. 

In Georgia, activists said a 
mass meeting in the capital, Tbil¬ 
isi, drew thousands Wednesday 
night to support calls for Geor¬ 
gian independence and auainct 
the Soviet draft. 
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Cyprus jails five tor 
plot t© kill Aoun 


•NICOSIA (AP) — Five 
Lebanese who confessed they 
planned to kill army chief Michel 
Aonn were each jailed for eight 
years Friday. 

A sixth man who officials said 
suffers from psychological prob¬ 
lems was sentenced to five years 
in prison. 

All pleaded guilty to illeg al 
possession of weapons, including 
two Soviet-designed SA-7 anti¬ 
aircraft missiles with which they 
planned to shoot down a helicop¬ 
ter carrying Aoun. 

The charge carries a ma ximum 
sentence of life imprisonment. 

All the defendants smiled and 
chatted among themselves and 
with their Cypriot attorney, dear¬ 
ly relieved at the lenient sent¬ 
ence. 

,r We were ready to die for our 
cause so a few years in jaD is 
nothing, 1 ’ said Imad Salman A1 
Khafaji, 27, the group’s apparent 
leader. 

The other defendants are Emil 
Alamedine Ghazali, 27, a money 
changer; Tewfic Wadi Ai Sbaar, 
27, unemployed; Iris Jamal Ja- 
ber, 27, a video-shop employee; 
Houston Majid Serhan, 29, a 
restaurant owner, and Wadih 
Selim Salameh, 27, a sailor. 

The men were taken away in 
handcuffs. They jabbed “V-for- 
victory” signs with their fingers as 
they were driven to Nicosia's 
central prison by armed police 
officers. 

Soon after the six were arrested 
May 26-28s, a Lebanese faction 
calling itself the March 14 orga¬ 
nisation claimed the men were its 
members and warned the Cyprus 
government not to punish them 
harshly. 

“If it does, we shall be compel¬ 
led to deal with the republic of 
Cyprus as an adversary party in 
the current conflict in Lebanon," 
the group said. 

The group is named after the 
day when shellfire killed more 
than 40 people in west Beirut, 
among the heaviest single-day 
tolls in the six-month battle be¬ 
tween Aoun and Syrian troops 
and their allies that ended Sept. 
22 when an Arab League-bro¬ 
kered ceasefire took effect. 

The defendants were believed 
to comprise Muslims and leftist 
Greek Orthodox, a Christian sect 


Palestinian statehood 
posters in U.S. metro 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimina- ‘ 
tion Committee (ADC) has con¬ 
tracted with the Washington, 
D.C., meto-rail transportation 
system to buy advertising space to 
display posters advocating 
Palestinian statehood. 

Metro-rail is the subway system 
that serves Washington, D.C., 
suburban Virginia and Maryland. 

Abdeen Jabara, president of 
the ADC told reporters at the 
National Press Club Wednesday 
that the posters will be placed in 
the metro-rail cars on Oct. 16. 

One poster portrays Palesti¬ 
nian youths carrying the Palesti¬ 
nian flag superimposed over an 
American eagle with the caption, 
Americans fought for freedom 
and independence in 1776, 
Palestinians are fighting for these 
same rights today.” The other 
poster shows the Pale¬ 
stinian and Israeli flags 
with the caption “Palestine- 
Israel, Two Peoples — Two 
States.” Both posters are printed 
in green, black, white and red ink 
— the colours of the Palestinian 
flag. 

Both posters are “designed to 
promote a peaceful resolution to 
the conflict by advocating Palesti¬ 
nian independence,” Jabara said. 
One poster “reflects a positive 
formula for the resolution" to the 
conflict between Israel and 
Palestinians and the other poster 
reminds Americans that “the 


Palestinian uprising has much in 
common with the American strug¬ 
gle against British rule.” 

Two hundred and sixty posters 
will be displayed in half of the 700 
cars operating on the m«*» r "* 5 I 
system in the Washington, — ., 
and suburban Virginia and Mary¬ 
land. An estimated 600.000 peo¬ 
ple a day ride the metro system, 
according to Jabara. 

The ADC expects that “every 
one of those 600,000 people will 
be exposed to the posters on at 
least one occasion and maybe 
more than that,” Jabara said. 

Asked about the purpose of die 
campaign, Jabara said, "We do 
not think that the question of 
Palestinian sovereignty is a mat¬ 
ter of public relations. We do 
believe there is a considerable 
gap between where the American 
people stand on Palestinian rights 
and where the U.S. Congress 
stands.” Jabara dted American 
public opinion polls taken since 
the beginning of the uprising in 
the West Bank and Gaza that 
indicate "a pronounced shift of 
opinion in support of Palestinian 
rights." The U.S. “Congress 
seems to be out of tune with the 
American public on this issue,” 
he added. 

“We are asking for reaction, 
not merely a belief or a feeling. 
We want people to do some¬ 
thing... If we get them to call 
their congressperson we'll be 
happy,” Jabara said. 
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that is largely opposed to Leba¬ 
non’s Maronites. 

Cypriot authorities earlier this 
week dropped a charge of con¬ 
spiracy to assassinate, which car¬ 
ries a maximum sentence of 24 
years, and substituted the charge 
of illegal weapons possession be¬ 
cause it carried a heavier sent¬ 
ence on conviction. 

The presided of the three- 
member court, Frixos Nicolaides, 
said that “the court was very 
seriously concerned about the 
proper sentence under the cir¬ 
cumstances. 

“In the present case, we cannot 
but take into account that all the 
accused are young persons, under 
30 years old, and have grown up 
under anomalous conditions io 
the chaos created by the civil war 
in their country.” 

He said the court also took into 
consideration “the personality of 
the accused and the circumst¬ 
ances which led them to the 
commission of the crime.” 

The group was rounded up in 
the south coast port of Larnaca. 
Their arms cache also included 
five AK-47 assault rifles, 300 
rounds of ammunition and 38 
grenades. 

State prosecutor RalKs Gav- 
ri el ides told the court earlier tbe 
men confessed that they came to 
Cyprus from Lebanon in May to 
shoot down Aoun's helicopter.' 

The Christian leader bad been 
scheduled to fly to the island to. 
catch a plane for Morocco to 
attend an Arab summit confer¬ 
ence on Lebanon. But be cancel¬ 
led the trip. 

Defence lawyer Patrikios Pav- 
lou said tiie six defendants “be¬ 
lieved they were serving a sacred 
cause." 




RELIC OF WAR... Joseph aged 12, scavenges in a car wrecked by artfflny fire during the fierce round of fighting in Beirut 
that ended ea Septe mber 22 whh an A ra lHtponaored ceasefire. 


U.N. appeals for food aid to African states 


Nicolaides said: “We do not 
doubt tbat tbe accused consider 
themselves patriots and their act' 
a patriotic duty. 

“But the court in implementing 
the law and in trying crimes com¬ 
mitted on the soil of the republic 
of Cyprus does not concern itself 
with politics. 

“We must say that the motives, 
no matter how exalted, do not 
excuse violation of the law.” 

Five of the six were also sent¬ 
enced to one year’s imprisonment 
for entering Cyprus illegally. 


NAIROBI (AP)—A U.N. agen¬ 
cy Friday appealed for 300,000 
tonnes of emergency food aid for 
northern Ethiopia, where it said 
crop failures could threaten as 
many as two millio n people with 
starvation. 

The U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) also urged 
international donors to pledge 
additional relief food to tbe war- 
tom nations of Mozambique, 
which has received only a quarter 
of its 1989-90 food meeds, and 


Sudan. 

About 500,000 people already 
are receiving emergency food re¬ 
lief in .the northernmost Ethio¬ 
pian provinces of Eritrea and 
Tigraya, but severe crop failures 
primarily in Eritrea this year 
could push that number up to two 
million by mid-1990, die FAO 
said in its quarterly report on 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 


mmrity to allocate food aid and 
p re pos i tion relief stocks in the 
affected areas, human suffering 
and death from starvation may 
occur,” said the report. 


“Unless, ""mediate action is 
taken by the international com- 


Ethiopia suffers regional food 
shortages almost annually and in 
1984-85 experienced a devastat¬ 
ing nationwide drought and 
famin e that killed an estimated 
one million people. 

In Mozambique, FAO urged 
donors to step up food pledges 


and the delivery of food already 
promised. 

Tbe international community 
has pledged only half of the 
755,000 formes of food needed 
for 1989-90 and only 218,000 ton¬ 
nes have been delivered, said the 
organisation. 

Internati onal aid also is needed 
to support the distribution of 
relief supplies which continues to 
be hampered by civil war, and a 
dilapidated road and railway net- 
wont, said FAO. 


BAGHDAD (APT — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO)- 
Chairman Yasser Arafat will be 
under pressure from other 
Pal estinian leaders meeting here 
this week to take a tougher stance 
on efforts to bring Palestinians 
and Israelis together for peace 
talks, according to Palestinian 
sources. 

They said the Central Council, 
due to start a series of meetings 
here Sunday, will pot pressure 
on Arafat to reject any attempt to 
exclude the PLO from peace talks 
with Israel. 

A member of the council told 
the Associated Press that the 
meeting was called by hardfioers 
to stop Arafat from agreeing to 
what they see as Egyptian and 
American efforts to push forward 
a Middle East peace process poss¬ 
ibly without direct PLO = in¬ 
volvement. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak has suggested a 10- 
point plan bufldmg on the Israeli 
proposals for elections in the 
occupied territories as the first 
step towards limited self rule. 
The Egyptian plan is built around 
the land for peace formula. 

“We haven't endorsed the so- 
called Mubarak plan and we will 
never accept a plan short of full 
PLO participation in any peace 
process,” said the senior Central 
Council member, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

The Democratic Front for the 
liberation of Palestine and the 
Popular Front for tbe liberation 
of Palestine, the largest PLO 
factions after Arafat’s own Fateh, 
have rejected Mubarak’s prop¬ 
osals. 


. The Likud faction of Jhe Israeli 
go v ernm ent rejected die propos¬ 
al. But in an attempt to keep 
them alive, the United States has 




dcs to starting Isradi-Palestmnm 


PLO officials here said the 
Central Council, composed of ab¬ 
out 80 representatives of different 
Palestinian factions, will study 
the recent developments in the 
Middle East peace process. 

. Tbe Central Council acts as an 
intermediary between the FLO’s 
Executive Committee and the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) 
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In Tunis, Tunisia, Mahmoud 
Abbas, a member of the 15-man 
Executive Committee, said 
Wednesday that any delegation 
to talks with Israel must be 
formed by the PLO, and the 
agenda most be open and free of 

preconditions. 

Arafat Tuesday was reported 
to have sent a message to Palesti¬ 
nians in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip telling them 
that “only the PLO has the right J 
to form a Palestinian delegation." 

Pales tinians say Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, who 
proposed the election plan, is not 
serious about entering peace 
negotiations and was stalling in 
order to crush the 22-month-old 
uprising in the occupied terri¬ 
tories. 

The Central Council, which 
makes policy recommendations 
to the 450-member PNG, also is 
expected to discuss means of 
escalating the uprising, the 
sources said. 
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U.S.-Saudi arms deal proceeding in Congress 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. government has moved 
ahead in Congress on a planned 
sale of 315 tanks to Saudi Arabia 
— with tilde apparent opposition 
from Israel’s supporters. 

The admunstratkm informally 
notified Congress of tbe intended 
purchase by the kingdom, begin¬ 
ning a 50day period In which 
Congress can loll the deal if ma¬ 
jorities in the Senate and Che 
House of Representatives oppose 
it. 

The Sanctis would receive the 
M1A2 tanks beginning in the 
mid-1990s, about the same time 
tbe U-S. army would get the 
tanks. Israel has a comparable 
tank, tbe Mexkava. 

To improve the chances for 
congressional approval, the admi¬ 
nistration of President George 


Bush agreed not to equip die 
Saudi tanks with plates of ura¬ 
nium armour, a much denser 
metal than steel. 

The deal,' inducting s up po rt 
and training equipment, is worth 
an estimated S3 billion. 

Tbe purchase of U.S. tanks to 
replace 15-year-old and largely 
inoperable French tanks is consi¬ 
dered a test of congressional 
sentiment for Saudi Arabia’s ex¬ 
pected request next year to buy 
U.S. jet fighters. 


It was pot immediately dear 
where the tanks would be based. 

If some are deployed at the 
Tabuk militar y base, they would 
be only 1990 kflometxes from 
brad. Others may be based near 
Kuwait and still others at an 
armoured training school near 


Mecca. 

In a separate deal, Israel is to 
receive $100 million for the pre¬ 
positioning Of U.S. militar y 
e qui pment. The arms presumably 
would be used in the event of a 
Mideast war that threatened U.S. 
security.” 

Asked why Israel’s supporters 
had not launched a fight against 
the Saudi tank sale, one military- 
expert said the administration 
consulted in advance with mem¬ 
bers of Congress and “an effort is 
under way to avoid a confronta¬ 
tion.” 


“Besides, the tanks are a 
ground system, having a mar¬ 
ginal effect on Israel’s security,” 
said the non-governmental ex¬ 
pert, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 


Administration officials have 
stressed in recent weeks the U.S. 
commitment to make sore Israel 
maintains a qnalitatrve edge over 
Arab armed forces. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Margaret Tutwiler de¬ 
clined to discuss the Saudi tank 
deal except to say Congress had 
been informally notified of the 
administration’s intention. 

The purchase was designed in¬ 
itially as a good-will gesture for a 
visit by King Fahd. Bixt twice this 
summer the Saudi monarch can¬ 
celled trips to Washington with 
the explanation that his govern¬ 
ment was busily engaged in trying 
to arrange a ceasefire in 
Lebanon. 

Congress over the years has 
turned back several U.S. arms, 
sales to Arab countries. 



Polisario attacks raise question of who is arming guerrillas 


By Jonathan Clayton 

Reuter 


RABAT— A sodden upsurge of 
fierce fighting in the Western 
Sahara has raised the question of 
who is arming Polisario guerrillas 
fighting Morocco for independ¬ 
ence for the former Spanish 
colony. 


Two major battles in five days 
have also highlighted growing an¬ 
ger at King Hassan’s reluctance 
to open a dialogue with the guer¬ 
rilla movement after a string of 
concessions from both Polisario 
and its main backer, Algeria. 

Morocco said its troops killed 
101 Polisario guerrillas and lost 


11 dead and 10 wounded during a 
battle Wednesday. Polisario said 
190 Moroccans were killed and 
150 wounded during the clash in 
which the guerrillas fielded an 
estimated 1,000 men. 

On Saturday, Morocco said 14 
soldiers,. including a colonel, 
were killed when Pohsario attack¬ 
ed Moroccan defences near the 
Mauritanian border. Some 80 
Polisario were reported dead or 
wounded 

Tbe dashes signalled the end of 
a 12-month hill in the desert war 
daring which Polisario proc¬ 
laimed a unilateral truce to try 
and hasten a political settlement 

Algeria restored diplomatic re¬ 
lations with Morocco in May 
1988, dropping a previous insur¬ 


ance that the -conflict first be 
resolved. 

In return. King Hassan met 
Polisario in January for the first 
direct talks in 13 years of combat, 
bat a second meeting has never 
occurred despite frequent 
rumours it was immin ent. 


the Moroccan monarch was 
trying to score diplomatic points 
ahead of an annual vote oo the 
conflict in the United Nations 
which usually urges direct peace 
talks. 


“He (the king) has so dearly 
been playing for time. I think the 
Algerians have been angry with 
him for some time and are pre¬ 
pared to let Polisario have a free 
hand,” one diplomat said. 

After Saturday's attack. King 
Hassan said be was calling off a 
planned second meeting with the 
guerrillas. 

But many political analysts and 
diplomats were sceptical, saying 


In February, Polisario’s tradi¬ 
tional supportes Algeria and 
Libya signed a regional coopera¬ 
tion pact with Morocco, Maurita¬ 
nia and Tunisia. 

Tbe founding treaty of the Arab 
Maghreb Union — intended as a 
North African version of Western 
Europe’s Common Market — 
forbade any member state to bar- 
boor groups hostile to another 
member. 

Analysts said it spelled the end 
of Polisario as a major force in 


the region, but the guerrillas have 
continued to operate in the thin 
stretch of land between the 
Mauritanian and Algerian bor¬ 
ders and Moroccan defence lines. 

Moroccan troops occupy four- 
fifths of tbe barren territory half 
the size of France. Administra¬ 
tive control was ceded to Moroc¬ 
co by Spain in 1976 but tbe 
question of sovereignty was never 
addressed. 


Military analysts say they do 
not believe Algeria would risk 
hard-won regional rapproche¬ 
ment by resuming arm supplies to 
the guerrillas, but say Polisario 
have large stockpiles of weapons 
and ammunition. 

According to sonrees^dose to 


the government in Rabat, the 
latest attacks came from Maurita¬ 
nia which is unable to police 
effectively its long frontier. 

Polisario deny this and say they 
were launched from “liberated: 
Western Sahara.” 

Anaysts say the conflict could 
lead to strained relations between 
Morocco and Mauritania if King 
Hassan decides to allow his army* 
to pursue Polisario across tbe 
border claiming he is upholding 
the spirit of the Arab Maghreb 
Union treaty. 

Both sides have in principle 
accepted a UJI. plan to hold a 
self-determination referendum in 
the region but little progress has 
been made towards organising 
the vote. *. _ 
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... 400 / 350 

- 350/300 
... 470/400 
... 160/120 
... 320 / 280 
... 230/180 
-170/140 
... 220/180 

- 320/280 
... 400 / 350 

- 220/180 
... 900/800 
- 220/180. 

- 350 / 300 

- 350/300’ 
... 400 / 350 
~ 200/160' 

- 150/120 
... 150/120. 

.240/180 
... 520 / 450 
260/220 
... 160/120 
... 170/130 
... 350 / 300 
300/250 
... 250/200 
... 300/250 
■v. 140/100' 
.. 200/ 150- 
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ELECTIONS ’89 

By Nermeen Murad 


Wrd District c andidate Taber A1 Masri describes the Nor. 8 
riecnom sts^ *a read national tat for afl rf nsj a test of oror aMH*y fn 


delicate stage whlch-our cou ntry is going through now, tt* 
changes regionally and internatfoinBy, and the vraBnhB&y of will 
grf f«4tfaucc of bvBd the h o me l an d of tomorrow, industroctable, 
fr** « prosperews.” la Us * 1 w%ih wwipig n , Masri c aBs for 
rednefa^ the mandatory mffituy service period from two years to 
one year dedicated to ********* 

* * * 

Voters who arrived at Snkama School hi the Third District to 
cofletfe their voting cards were faced by officers who were taking 
a one-boor hath break. Although toe voters agreed with the 
officers that they deserve a lunch break, they argued that it was 
never announced to the The tnr nyd ntmwit 

violent. Who won? The officers took their hmch break but without 
e a tin g b ecau s e they bad lost their appetite anywa y. 

* * * 

Many vo lu ntee r s working for cawhdates fa districts where 
nwwiripnl e le cti on s were held daring thfe past year say one of the 
many problems they face is that many voters insist that they have 
already voted. 

* * * 


Ma mdonh Abn Hassan of the Hard District calls tor the M mafale* 
■net of the Jordanian econo m y as a free and o|ku economy 
faeradfag with the outside world, and to achieve a rad economic 
growth by Ugh ting irfinha and unemployment.” 


Dam A1 Izz JadaHah A1 Shareyem, of the Fffih District, feds that 
women’s movements in Jordan “are not giving the proper 
at te nt ion to vfflage women although these wo m en are thirsty for 
knowle dg e.” 

« * * 

Volunteers working for Christian candidates fa the Third Districts 
are asking the press to clarify that afl Mnsfims and Circassians can 
also vote for a Christian ww ^ Mah ‘ According to these votarteers, 
some Mnsfans fa the Hud District, which has three Mosfim seats, 
one Christfam sent and one Cir c a ss ian seat, think that they am only 
vote for other Mas&ms. 

* * * 

Wadi Musa, within the Governance of Ma’an, b sen ding three 
candidates to seek one of the three seats fa the govemorte. The 
number of voters in Wadi Musa and foe surrounding villages is 
just around 4,500. Unless two of the candidates pull out'from the 
race, the dnuwes that Wadi Musa would be able to elect one of Us 
own men to parifemenC b very dim. At the moment notables from 
Wadi Mnsa and its vffiages are lobbying hard to reach a 
compromise which would convince two to withdraw. 

* V V ._ _ _ 

NATIONAL MEWS IN BRIEF 

REGENT SEND CONDOLENCES TO UAE: His Royal High¬ 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Thursday delegated Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'dTbn Zeid, and Mr. forahim iTTftririin, 
minister of state for cabinet affairs to the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to take port in the funeral of Sheikh Hamdan Ibn Mohammad 
A1 Nahayyan- The late Sheikh Hamdan was a member of the ruling 
family in the UAE ami had served as deputy prime minister. The 
envoys were dispatched to convey the condolences oi the Jordanian 
government ana the people to the UAE President Sheikh Zayed Ibn 
Sultan A1 Nahayyan and the UAE people. Prince Hassan also sent a 
cable of condolences to Sbeikh Zayed expr es s ing bis deep grief dVer 
the death of Sheikh Hamdan and wishing Sheikh Zayed continued 
health and more prosperity for the UAE people. (Petra) 

REGENT CONGRATULATES S. YEMEN: His Royal Highness 
Grown Prince Hassan, the Regent, has cabled congratulations to 
South Yemeni President Haydar Abu Bakr A1 Attas on his country’s 
National Day anniversary. In his cable, the Crown Prince wished the. 
South Yemeni leader good health and the people continued progress 
and prosperity. (Petra) 

JORDAN TO ATTEND AFRO-AS IAN TALKS: Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation's secretary general Mutaz A1 Bilbeisi has left for 
Tokyo to take part in a regional Afro-Asian conference on irrigation 
and sanitation which opens in the Japanese capital on Oct. 15. 
Bilbeisi, who is accompanied by Jordan. Valley Authority (JVA) 
Secretary General Mohammad Bani Hani wlD also ezammr research 
work conducted in Japan on die use of solar energy for the 
desalinatio n of sea water and for the exploitation of underground 
water for drinking and irrigation purposes. In addition, the two 
official* will tour a number of areas where treated water from 
wastewater treatment plants is being used for irrigation. The 
conference is expected to last II days. 

STRATEGY FOR THE ARAB CHILD: A number of Arab 
experts on maternal and child care will meet in Baghdad Saturday to 
draw up the strategy for the Arab child until the year 2000. 
Participants will discuss issues dealing with child education, culture, 
psychological trends and the role of the family in developing the 
child's capacities. (Petra) 

NHF TO ATTEND MEETING IN IRAQ: The Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) will take part in a scientific seminar winch will be 
h*4H in imq under the slogan “towards a new strategy for the care of 
the r fr gd." The meeting wffl be held in the course of activities to mark 
the Arab and International Quid Day. According to a NHF 
spokesman, the seminar is expected to dwell on topics related to child 
health, education, and other services. Isam Zawawi, director of the 

at the meetii^whi^storts Saturday. (Petra) 

AMIN INSPECTS VOTING CENTRES: Amman Governor 
Mohammad AH AJ Amin Friday undertook an inspection tour of the 
second district centres where voting,cards are delivered. (Petra) 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled bom monthly bulletins and 
tie daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
rim* and place with the concerned institutions. 


■it An **M*fa« a na-fang the 1st cmtmnhl of the EfleJ Tower 
Apfaing ph otog r ap hs, drawings and pictures demonstrating 
0m tower fa aB fra aspects at the French Cultural Centre. 

it An art exhibition by Jordanian artist Omar Baoul at ABa Art 
Gaflcry. 

-A- An art ohflrftiou entitled ‘ < Mnitipies Regards” displaying 


Coriwkr, at the Royal Odtnral Centre. 

* An art ~**»M*m by Fuad Mfari and *Ammar Khammash at 
Abdri ffr-M Shaman Founda tio n's Scientific and Cpftfand 
Cadre. 


it An RNfanOm entitled “NeB’Anno dd Signore” at Bays Arts 
Cotre — ftfib pjn. 

* A German Hun entitled “Nordsee 1st Mwdaee” (North Sea — 
A Mnrienens S*a)» Engpsh sofaWed, at theGoethe Iwtitute— 
86f pJk 


Jordan celebrates anniversary 
of Prophet Mohammad’s birthday 


AMMAN (J.T.)—Jordan, along 
with the Islamic World, Thursday 
celebrated the anniversary of the 
Prophet Mohammad’s birthday 
witfr rctigknis ceremonies around 
the country. 

Several gatherings were held, 
Idamic book exhibitions orga¬ 
nised and lectures were given on 
the holy occasion. 

Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Af fairs from the four member 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) countries gathered at 
Cairo at the invitation of the 
Egyptian government for a joint 
cerebration at A1 Azhar Mosque 
to marie the occasion. 

Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Aziz A1 Khayyat, 
who took part in the Cairo 
celebration, said that it has been 
decided fruit the anniversary will 
be celebrated each year in one of 
the ACC capitals in implementa¬ 


tion of a decision reached by the 
ministers of Awqaf of the four 
ACC states. 

Apart from the ministers, lead¬ 
ing Islamic scholars from the four 
.ACC countries and officials took 
part in the celebrations. 

The Prophet Mohammad’s 
■birthday anniversary was marked 
with a public holiday in Jordan, 
and His Majesty King Hussein 
and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, re¬ 
ceived cables of good wishes from 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and heads of various pri¬ 
vate and public organisations in 
the Kingdom. Cables also came from 
heads of state of Islamic nations 
underlining their adherence to 
the Islamic faith and paying tri¬ 
bute to the Palestinian people's 
continued struggle against the 
Israeli occupation. 

As part of the Kingdom’s 


celebrations of the holy occasion. 
Minister of Culture and Informa¬ 
tion Nasouh A1 MajaH attended a 
religious play held at the the 
Royal Cultural Centre in 
Amman. 

The play, by the Yarmouk Uni¬ 
versity’s Fine Arts Department, 
reflects the Arab and Islami c 
identity and culture. 


to Sharif Zeid 

His Majesty King Hussein has 
sent a message to Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker thanking 
him for his congratulatory cable 
on the occasion of Prophet 
Mohammad’s birthday 
anniversary. 

In his cable the King conveyed 
to ministers and the Jordanian 
people his sincere wishes and 
appreciation. 


Arabiyat to head JTV News Department 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Culture and Information Nasouh 
A] MajaH has appointed Mr. 
Abdul HaEm Arabiyat as director- 
of the news department at Jordan 
Television, succeeding Mr. Ibra¬ 
him Shabzadeh who was recently 
made director of Radio Jordan. 

Arabiyat is a veteran employee 


at Jordan Television, who began 
his service there in 1968. 

Educated at Cairo and Ohio 
universities, Arabiyat has repre¬ 
sented Jordan at several confer¬ 
ence discussing matters related to 
radio and television work. 

Sfaahzadeh, for his part, had 
joined the information service in 


1958, assuming different posts 
and representing Jordan at the 
meetings of the International and 
Arab broadcasting unions. 

Before assuming the post of 
director of the news department 
at Jordan Television, Shahzadeh 
was in charge of news exchange 
programmes among world radio 
and broadcasting stations. 


Jordan to attend ABU talks in Tunis 


TUNIS (J.T.) — Jordan is taking 
part in a three-day meeting in 
Tunis organised by the Arab 
Broadcasting Union (ABU) to dis¬ 
cuss promoting news exchanges 
among the Arab League coun¬ 
tries and to make better use of 
the Arab satellite. 

Experts in radio and television 
broadcasting in the Arab World 
are riisrauaring means of facilitat¬ 


ing the flow of news programmes 
among Arab countries and plans 
for increasing the employment of 
the Arab satellite ter achieve this 
goal, starting from the be ginning 
of the coming year. 

Among the initial recom¬ 
mendations taken at the start of 
the meeting were those dealing 
with cooperation in sports events, 
technical cooperation and coop¬ 


eration in coverage of world 
events. 

' Apart from Arab countries, the 
meeting is being attended by the 
United Nations Educational, Sci¬ 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), the Arab League 
Educational, Cultural and Scien¬ 
tific Organisation (ALESCO) 
and a West German institution 
involved in information matters. 


Universities to accept students 
from vocational schools — Badran 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Education Adrian Badran said in 
a statement here that Jordanian 
universities will be open for voca¬ 
tional training students who com¬ 
plete courses at vocational 
schools as of the b eginning of the 
coming academic year. 

The Ministries . of - Education 
and Higher Education are now 
implementing a policy by which 
students with poor grades will all 
be turned over to the vocational 
trainig institutes in the Kingdom, 
but this does not deny them the 
right to follow up higher voca¬ 
tional training at university level 
afterwards once the door is open 
in that direction, the minister 
stated in an interview with the AI 
Dustonr Arabic daily news¬ 
paper. 

“Indeed, students with voca¬ 
tional training stand a better 
chance than the graduates of 
academic courses in terms of em¬ 
ployment after graduation,” the. 
minister noted. 

According to a new plan 
adopted by the Ministry of 
Education to develop general 
education at schools in Jordan, all 
students will be required to take a 
subject called general knowledge 
at the rate of 11 boors a week and 
this will cover Arabic, English, 
computer, mathematics, sciences, 
and national education, regard¬ 
less of their specialisations and 
streams, the ministe r noted. 

He said through this system the 
door will be open for all students 
to take np any specialised training 
course after secondary education 
to qualify them for jobs much 



Adnan Badran 

needed in the local market. 

Referring to the general educa¬ 
tion situation in the Kingdom, the 
minister noted, 96 per cent of the 
total number of students in the 
Kingdom are aged 6-15 and are 
currently in the compulsory 


He said that education has ex¬ 
panded at schools in the urban, 
and rural areas of Jordan offering 
academic as well as commercial, 
industrial, hotel_ management, 
musing and agricultural courses. 

Nearely 38 per cent of the total 
number of students are in the 
secondary education, which 
means more are expected to seek 
higher education m the coming 
years, the minister noted. - 

He said that apart from the 
four, universities, the country has 
a total of 57 community colleges 
which can absorb a large part of. 
the school graduates and offer 
training in a variety of specialisa¬ 
tions. 


But the minister noted, uni¬ 
versity and community college 
graduates are finding less and less 
opportunities in employment, 
hence “the need is greater than 
ever before for vocational train¬ 
ing to help take the country into 
the-21st century. 

Badran noted that the Ministry 
of Education is entrusted with die 
task of providing baste education 
at the compulsory level and at 
eradicating illiteracy by all posa¬ 
ble means. 

He said that illiteracy now 
stands at the rate of 28 per cent in 
Jordan, but through the new 
educational development plan it 
is hoped that illiteracy will be 
eradicated in Jordan through at 
least elementary education. 

With reference to schools, the 
minister said, at present there are 
40,000 teachers who are now 
sufficient for the education pro¬ 
cess at all its levels. 

At the start of the 1989-1990 
scholastic year some schools suf¬ 
fered from the lack of sufficient 
-teachers in a number of spe¬ 
cialisations, but the problem has 
now been solved. 

Another problem which the 
ministry has successfully over¬ 
come is the insufficient number 
of school textbooks, the minister 
added. 

Referring to recent changes in 
the school weekends, Badran said • 
that one shift schools are now 
applying the two-day weekend, 
thus opening the door for schools 
to organise extra canicular activi¬ 
ties mid enabling teachers to con¬ 
duct personal businesses. 



Female People’s Army recruits graduate 


MAFRAQ (J-T-) —. Female recruits for the 
people’s Army graduated here following a three 
month training course fa ttgfase of fight arms and 
fa first aid. The graduates were from the Princess 
Raya Bint Al Hussein school, the Mafraq Secon- 
dary School, the Rehab Secondary School and the 


Khafldteb Secondary School, aO in the Mafraq 
region. The pfctnre shows the commander of the 
People's Army handing a diplomat to one of the 
graduates at a special ceremony held fa the 
Mafraq Municipal Hafl (Petra photo) 
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Regional conference at University 
of Jordan to discuss use of laser 


AMMAN (J-T.)—A conference 
on the use of laser will open 
Saturday at the University of 
Jordan under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 

The six-day meeting will dis¬ 
cuss scientific matter of conccro 
to physicists, chemists, biologists, 
and those involved in medicine. 


engineering and industry, accord¬ 
ing to a university spokesman. 

He said that delegates from 
Iraq, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait,. Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates, Sudan, Libya, 
Algeria and Tunisia in addition to 
Jordan will take part in the meet¬ 
ing and will discuss several work¬ 
ing papers on the subject. 


The spokesman said that dele¬ 
gates from the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Italy, France, 
the Soviet Union, Pakistan, India 
and Japan will also attend. 

The University of Jordan, the 
Jordan University of Science and 
Technology, Mu'ta University 
and Yarmouk University will 
send delegates to the meeting. 


2 killed, 14 hurt in road accidents 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two persons 
were killed and four others were 
injured, two of them seriously in 
a car accident along the desrart 
highways near the town oi Qat- 
raneh in southern Jordan. 

According to a report in Al 
Ra’i Arabic daily the accidents 
involved a Saudi Arabian ofl 
tanker track and a small private 
car travelling in opposite direc¬ 
tions. It said that the injured were 


transported to the King Hussein 
Medical Centre by an army heli¬ 
copter. 

Another report in Al Ra’i daily 
said that 10 people were injured 
Thursday in a road accident on 
the Amman-Jerash Hihway. 

It said that the accident again 
involved two cars travelling in 
opposition directions. 

The traffic department in Am¬ 


man reported the death of 153 
people and the injury of 283 
others in the last week of Septem¬ 
ber as a result of road accidents in 
the Kingdom. 

It said that the number of 
accidents was less by four com¬ 
pared with the previous week, 
but the accidents caused a 25 per 
cent increase in the number-of 
deaths and three per cent in the 
number of injuries. 


King pays tribute to Canadian position 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Parliamentary elections, decen¬ 
tralisation and devolution of powers 
to regional authorities as well as a 
better targetting of resources to 
alleviate the side effects of adjust¬ 
ment oo the lower-income groups are 
the cornerstones of this strategy,” be 
added. 

Canada could contribute to Jor¬ 
dan's efforts through cooperation in 
joint ventures and technology trans¬ 
fer, he said. 

The King, who began a six-day 
visit to Canada Monday with Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and senior advi¬ 
sors, held talks with Canadian leaders 
in the past two days. Oo Thursday, he 
visited Toronto and addressed the 
ratiatian Empire Club. 

In the speech, the King delved into 
Jordan's economic situation and out-, 
lined the measures that the Kingdo m 
had adopted to address its financial 
difficulties. “Jordan has begun the 
implementation of the reform mea¬ 
sures as agreed with the IMF (Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund) to make the 
necessary adjustment to its eco¬ 
nomy,” he said. “Such adjustments 
are not easy or painless,” he said, bur' 
“Jordan is determined to make the 
necessary moves entailed in the de¬ 
velopment of a more self-reliant eco¬ 
nomy.” 

He also reviewed the political situa¬ 
tion in the Middle East and reaf¬ 
firmed Jordan’s position on the 
Palestinian problem, Lebanon and 
the Iran-Iraq conflict. 

Queen Noor Thursday visited a 
children hospital in Toronto and met 
with two University of Jordan gradu¬ 
ates who are specialising in pediatrics. 
The Queen’s visit to the hospital 


stemmed from her interest in a 
plan to bmld a ■amilar hospital in 
Jordan and establish contacts with a 
number of hospitals and medical cen¬ 
tres in the world that could contribute 
to launching such a project. The 
b uilding of such a hospital in Jordan 
will fifi a vital gap in the treatment or 
children in Jordan and the Middle 
East as well 

Thursday evening, Prime Minister 
of Ontario David Peterson gave a 
dinner banquet Thursday in honour 
of Their Majesties King Hussein. 
Members of the accompanying Jorda¬ 


nian delegation and a number of 
senior Canadian officials were pre¬ 
sent Peterson earlier paid a courtesy 
visit to King Hussein at his residence 
in Toronto expres s ing the feelings of 
friendship and respect die Canadian 
people nave towards him and the 
Jordanian people. King Hussein also 
received members of the Jordanian 
community in Canada Thursday at his 
residence here. They carried welcome 
posters and delivered a number of 
speeches expressing affilia tion with 
the homeland and pride in the great 
achievements the King attained in 
every respect in Jordan. 


Did computer virus hit? 

(Continued from page 1) 

“The virus destroyed my data and it blew my executable programmes.” 
be added. 

One of die widely-heard advices was repeated by another dealer “AH 
you have to do is to make a back-up copy of aD your files. So, when the 
virus hits, you are safe. All you have to do is to dean your hard (fisc and 
recopy your files back into it.” 

Since a good part of the worUTs personal computers are IBM-compatible, 
the virus could cause untold damage, and users around the world are 
pursuing antidotes. 

One of such remedies offered by IBM is a “virus scanning programme” 
which can detect the presence of “Datacr-ime” in any computer in a matter 
of minutes. The programme mainly seeks out changes m programming 
codes that may detect the presence of the virus. 

Major hotels and banks in the Kingdom have already taken tbe 
precuation. 

At least two major bonks in the country have the anti-virus programme, 
accord in g to a computer source. The situation is more dangerous to banks 
since they are internally hooked up with networks. “Imagine if they get 
infected,” asked a computer buff jokingly. “I hope the virus hits a bank 
which I owe money to.” 

According to international ex p e r ts, no anti-vims programme could be 
foolproof. “The Friday the 13th vims” — better known as the “Columbus 
Day rims” in tbe U.S. because it is due to be activated tbe day after die 
American national holiday—“is so dever that often the only tign you have 
that your disk is infected is when you notice you have no space left,” a 
consultant quoted by Reuters said. 


Candidate registration begins today 


(Continued from page I) 
Economy 

The economy factor is now 
embodied, in tbe minds of the 
voters, in a national debt which 
ranges around $12 billion (com¬ 
mercial and defence) — a per 
capita debt of around $4,000 with 
an annual interest of $400. Many 
agree that the situation is the net 
result of a combination events 
and policies winch led Jordan to 
accumulate this debt, but that 
realisation in itself does not make 
any difference in “real terms.” 

A good part of the electorate 
appreciates that the main factor 
that led to the accumulation of 
thp debt is the failure on the part 
of the Arab states to honour their 
1979 pledge of financial assist¬ 
ance to Jordan for tbe next 10 
years. Only Saudi Arabia met its 
obligation in full in the annual 
pledge of $1.25 billion to Jordan, 
but Amman was already im¬ 
plementing development plans 
based on the assumption that the 
entire Arab aid would be forth¬ 
coming for the next decade. The 
Kingdom was enaiaied in the 
debt trap when in 1988, the last 
year of the Arab aid, it became 
apparent that none of the desig¬ 
nated Arab donors was ready or 
.able to fulfil their commitment. 

It is understood that most of 
Jordan’s current foreign debt was 
incurred on account of infrastruc¬ 
ture building, but some candi¬ 
dates argue that “the cost of these 
infrastructure projects exceeded 
the need for them.” 

Mismanagement of funds was 
the one widely factor seen as 
behind the economic straits Jor¬ 
dan is facing now. “The current 
economic situation is not a result 
.of scarcity of resources alone. 
Mismanagement of funds and the 
lack of a comprehensive outlook 
and assessment figures high as the 
cause of the economic prob-' 
Jems,” said Mamdonh. Abu Has¬ 
san, a third district candidate and 
successful businessman, at an. 
. open debate held at the Business¬ 
men Association of which be is 
president. 

Abu Hassan also pointed to 
what he saw as tbe instability of 
tbe economic policies in Jordan 
since 1973 and especfaDy fa the 
last 14 months, due to the 
changes in the prime ministers 
and their policies, as an impor¬ 
tant contributing factor. 

Since 1973, Jordan has had 
eight governments, headed re¬ 
spectively by Zaid Rifai, Mudar 
Badran, Abdul Hamid Sharaf, 
Qassem Al Rimawi, Mudar Bad¬ 
ran, Ahmad Obeidat, Zaid Rifai 


and now Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ibn-Shaker. 

Zaid Rifai’s first government 
was in office at the heigh t of the 
economic boom the region was 
enjoying. During this penod most 
of the development and infras¬ 
tructure plans were drawn up. 
Mudar Badran, headed his gov¬ 
ernment during an extension of 
the boom, but which started sub¬ 
sided towards the end of his term. 

Abdul Hamid Sharaf arrived 
with an open minded policy, a 
high level of education as well as 
a drive to work and establish 
reforms, but his untimely death 
only seven months after he 
assumed office stopped this 
movement. Qassem Al Rimawi 
only stayed in office in a interim 
government for 40 days while 
Mudar Badran prepared to be¬ 
come prime minister again. Bad¬ 
ran continued his earlier policies 
but the economic realities had 
changed by that time and eco¬ 
nomists were starting to feel the 
economic burden. 

Ahmad Obeidat led a strict 
government which Cried 1 to im¬ 
prove the situation but he re¬ 
mained in power for only one 
year. Rifai returned to office to 
.continue his “open policies” 
allowing for an inc r eased number 
of government loans without 
prior assurances that they could 
be repaid. 

West Bank 

The West Bank factor took a 
new turn in that last period as tbe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) demanded an inde¬ 
pendent political role as the rep- 
.resentative of the Palestinian 
people and supported by the 
Arab bloc. Jordan took the deci¬ 
sion to sever legnl and adminis¬ 
trative ties with the West Bank 
and allow the PLO to assume its 
responsibility as tbe sole legiti¬ 
mate representative of the 
^Palestinian people. 

Originally, and after the 1974 
Rabat summit, the PLO was 
established as the representative 
of the Palestinian people but the 
high percentage of Palestinians in 
Jordan and the fact that the West 
Bank was nnder Jordanian 
sovereignty when it was occupied 
by Israel in 1967, gave Jordan a 
highlighted political role in set¬ 
tling the Palestinian problem. 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin 
had found their Jordanian status 
comforting and a source of stabil¬ 
ity in an otherwise turbulent re¬ 
gion, while Palestinians in the 
occupied territories still dealt 
with the Jordanian dinar as their 


national currency. 

Tbe dedsfon to sever legal and 
administrative ties with the West' 
Bank, coupled wife the decHmng 
economic situation in Jordan and 
the decrease in tbe value of the 
Jordanian dinar, interacted to 
create new economic and social 
realities and fears for the peoples 
of both banks. The mood of 
uncertainty which prevailed in 
the few months after the severing 
of finks as well as the govern¬ 
ment's decision to announce its 
debts and follow its announce¬ 
ments with a series of measures 
aimed at curbing spending and 
extravagant consumption fed to 
the disturbances in the south in 
April which fell under a logo of 
reform and allowing public free¬ 
doms. 

Many candidates agree that 
these disturbances, although 
occurring after the government 
bad adopted a policy aimed at 
encouraging the participation of 
public opinion in decisionmaking, 
speeded np tbe process and high¬ 
lighted the need for these elec¬ 
tions. especially since the seats 
allocated to the West Bank in the 
Lower House had to be rescinded 
to accommodate the new reali¬ 
ties. 

As tbe candidates head for 
registration today, a distinction 
will become official over who will 
enter the race till tbe end and 
who has already judged his 
chances and found that he/she 
should withdraw. 

The overwhelming feeling 
among voters and candidates is 
that the number of “new” faces 
will not be large. A simple read¬ 
ing into the names of the 
rumoured potential candidates 
indicates that there are 32 ex- 
ministers and 24 ex-parliament 
members in the running. The 
number of professionals running 
in the elections are almost 200 — 
lawyers, doctors, engineers, 
pharmacists, journalists, contrac¬ 
tors and workers. 

Salem Al Nabaas, a Christian 
candidate running in Madaba, 
said that the new parliament “win 
represent new leaderships among 
the Jordanian youth who did not 
have a chance before to partici¬ 
pate in the decision making fa 
Jordan but tbe par liamen t win 
also include traditional leaden 
who stm have something to say.” 

Laith Shbeibt, runnin g fa tfig 
Third District in the capital, de¬ 
scribed foe new parliament as 
l< the first production of a newly 
established factory.” 3 

“It is never of the best quality 

but with practice and patience the 

production becomes better.” 
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The race 
begins today 


STARTING today and for three days running Jordanian 
aspirants for seats in the Lower House of Parliament will 
submit their official applications to contest to the Nov. 8 
election and thus the process of separating the mem from the 
boys among the candidates will begin. Accordingly, while 
there are some 900 potential candidates competing over 80 
seats, by the end of three days of sifting, many arfe expected 
to fail out of the race for one or more reasons, both personal 
and official. The picture which will emerge at the end of the 
three days marathon should therefore be dearer and more 
coherent than ever for die voters in order to start 
comprehending and making final judgments on its basis. 

The biggest initial burden falls on the government which 
will have to decide whether to accept the application of any 
given candidate or to reject it- This is an awesome 
responsibility and one fraught with danger. Nevertheless the 
Ministry of Interior is not projected to liberally use its 
prerogative to rule against a certain candidate or another. 
Indications speak of governmental action in this context in a 
rather conservative or restrictive manner, thus leaving it np 
to the electorate to determine who and who is not a 
legitimate candidate by casting their votes for one rather 
than the other. And that is the way it should be. The people 
most be the final arbiter of who should speak for them in the 
newly elected parliament and any interference from the 
state most be kept to the bare minimum. It goes without 
saying, of course, that candidates who have records that are 
dearly objectionable must be screened outright from the 
outset and the laws of the country must govern the 
rendering of state judgment on the acceptability of any 
application in the most favourable way to any given 
applicant. 

Yet, the more exciting period of the election fever will of 
coarse begin after the period of official nomination is over. 
Thereafter not only the candidate names wfll be identified 
with greater precision but also their campaign programmes. 
And only then will the people of Jordan be able to scrutinise 
the candidates with discerning eyes that have been shar¬ 
pened by decades of inactive parliamentary life hi the 
Kingdom. While it is just possible that the political sight of 
Jordanians has lost some out of its focus and has become 
blurry doe to atrophy, it is a safe bet that very soon, three 
days from now to be precise, the focus of Jordanians mind 
will sharpen to a point beyond all previous expectations. 
This is what will make the 1989 national elections a special 
event that the country will remember for many years as the 
one that was destined to make or break the continuing 
process of democratising parliamentary life in the Kingdom. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i Arabic daily on Friday tackled Prince Hassan’s address at 
a ceremony marking Prophet Mohammad’s birthday anniversary 
in which he referred to the forefathers of the Islamic nation who 
contributed to the enhancement of the human dignity and 
bolstered the freedom of man and reaffirmed the meaning of 
tolerance. The paper said that the Prince has underlined the 
importance of dialogue and the respect of the other parties* views, 
ana the role of institutions and responsible citizens who can bring 
about a change for the better. The Prince referred to the 
resumption of parliamentary life in Jordan, describing it as part of 
the Kingdom’s efforts to exercise democratic rule and give the 
citizens a say in the affairs of the Kingdom, the paper said. It 
noted that through such exercise the road will be paved for 
removing any injustices and for the dominance of law and 
security, something which is provided for in Islamic teachings. 
The paper said that as Jordan celebrates the anniversary, its 
people remember the teachings of the Prophet and try to follow 
on bis footsteps. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily launches a strong attack on 
Washington for its underhand dealings represented in its attitude 
towards the Egyptian peace plan. Mahmoud Rimawi believes that 
Washington's retreat from accepting the 10-point peace plan and 
its adoption of a five-point plan dictated by Israel, will be met 
with scorn and total rejection by the Arabs. The writer notes that 
the United States had been enthusiastic at first when it heard of 
the ori ginal Egyptian plan, but later had no change heart and 
succumb to Israel’s pressure. The U.S. president and his 
Secretary of State James Baker both expressed backing for 
Mubarak and his peace plan which is designed to implement U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 338 and 242, says the writer. But, he 
adds, both leaders had to melt down the plan into a 5-point 
formula which is more to the taste of Israel and world Zionists. 
Washington is now presenting no more than an American version 
of Shamir's proposals which have already been rejected by the 
Arabs, says Rimawi. He describes Washington’s attempt as the 
best formula for obstructing efforts for real peace in the region. 

Al Dnstonr daily discussed King Hussein's address at the 
University of Ottawa where he explained the Arab Nation's stand 
and exposed Israel’s intransigence and lust for aggression. The 
paper noted that as the Palestinians and the Arabs are showing 
clear tendency towards peace, the Israelis continue to develop 
their nuclear arsenal and stockpile their rockets and missiles in a 
bid to maintain aggression on Arab countries. The paper also 
referred to toe King's statement about the superpowers’ attempts 
to curtail tension and to reduce nuclear weapons in an atmosphere 
of detente; and contrasted it with toe Israeli position which is 
totally oriented towards aggression and war. The paper echoed 
toe King’s words in which he reiterated toe Arab Nation’s desire 
for total 7 peace and appealed to toe Western nations to help 
achieve that goal. 


LAST SUNDAY, two “giant” candidates for the Nov. 8 national 
elections used soft gloves to slug it out over their campaign 
programmes at toe Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation. Both 
competitors, Suleiman Arar and Taber Masn, are m fact old 
hands when it comes to domestic and international issues affecting 
toe country, for both are deemed to varying degrees as part of the 
“establishment” and figuratively speaking privy to the ms and 
outs of government, past and present. Of course both seek to be 
part of any future government that will ensue from the projected 
elections. And for sure, both seek vindication for their thoughts 
and views from their-respective constituencies. Both know only 
too well chat their previous involvement in the governments of 
Jordan at the level of cabinet member and deputy pnme 
minister was without formal popular support and that the Nov. 8 
elections would provide them with the opportunity to “legitimise 
their respective rights and duties to speak on behalf of their 
differing constituencies. A loss at the elections for either one of 
them, therefore, would be devastating and would undermine the 
loser’s protestations that he speaks on behalf of a sizeable 
segment of the Jordanian people. Perhaps this is more academic 
than real as both are projected to be among.the winners in the 
elections. ’ 

Still the two gentlemen drew record crowds of interested voters 
to bear them out debate the issues that figure highly cm the voters 
agenda. It appears that both men have calculated that one of the 
highest priorities as Car as the electorates are concerned is the 
Jor danian -Pales tinian relationship as that subject developed into 
their main theme on that eventful autumn evening. There is no 
definite way to determine how that important subject ended up 
dominating their “debate” except to postulate that it weighs 
heavily in their sub-conscious. At the end of the ensuing 
discussions the audience must; have got the distinct signal that no 
other matter is worth mentioning whenever the subject of the 
Palcstmian-Jordanian relations comes up. To be sure both 


By Wafeed Sadi 

political “gladiators” were more than eloquent m their own 
separate ways and styles to define the Jordanian-Palestinian 
relations as a strategic one that steins from historical feet and 
national duties. Where they differed may explain why the two saw 
necessary to highlight the subject in such a way as to overshadow 
other relevant issues that many voters regard as equally pressing 
in their own right and in revealing the trite colour of any candidate 
seeking office and promoting his political fortunes in toe 
Kingdom. 

One would have thought that by now the 1988 Jordanian 
decision to sever legal and administrative relations with the West 
Bank has put Jordanian-Pales tinian relations on a new plateau 
which is vivid, dear and lasting. The factors and circumstances 
which have led to that histone derision are by now common 
knowledge, and it is therefore superfluous to go over the same 
ground on a matter which has been decisively decided in 1988. 
Accordingly, the concentration of die Arar-Masri debate on that 
subject left many voters asking the ron of the mill question: “what 
about the other issues gentlemen?” 

The tragedies that ensued from the Palestine case are plentiful 
and the many wrongs that were committed in the heart of the 
Arab World in its name are surely among them. Thus when the 
democratisation process was suspended, martial laws were intro¬ 
duced for decades on end and scores of other priority issues were 
. held in abeyance till the day of liberation of Palestine is achieved,. 
the aftermaths of the Palestinian conflict are indeed formidable. 

I suspect, however, that what is uppermost on the mind of 
Jordanian voters are matters that have yet to be thoroughly 
debated by candidates and go beyond the Palestinian dimension 
per se. And what candidates whisper in their private living rooms 
on the missing issues no longer satisfies the aspirations of their 
supporters. To be blunt about it the people seek and call for 
pubBdy pronounced positions on a variety of issues that leave no 


room for different interpretations. The. list of su ch sub jects ami 
.co n cerns is long and touch upon issues rangin g from religious, 
. pfimjr q iyj sub-national including Jordanian-Palestinian relations 
in the Kingdom, to' the cmrent wide application of martial law. 
Sandwiched between these body debated generic subjects one 
would find many mundane 1 subjects embracing school ami 
university: curricula, unemployment, bread and. batter issues and 
the general'' economic and fiscal situation. On the re g i onal and 
international political scene, voters want to know how their 
country’s policies are fomralated and executed. In these contexts, 
voters are interested to discover bow their country's relations with 
other countries m riirdr ng Arab ones-keep on fluctuating between 
what seems to be two extremes. Above all they are concerned 
about the future of their country and how best to preserve its 
stability and progress on new and enlightened, foundations. 
Viewed postulation, voters are no longer satisfied 

with the chronic injection of issues such as Jonfanian-PalestiniaD 
- relations, as important as they may be, if that meant the 
non-introduction of other equafly important subjects .that affect 
the lives and future of Jordanians whatevetdriuptin is. Part of 
the pentup res ent me nt generated by “conoeaSHSTof other issues 
related to the Jo rdanian- Palestinian relationship b the deep and 
imshaken conviction that .the genesis of the entire Palestine case 
ran be found in the proposition that the Arab house was not in 
order and that its peipetuatioo lies in large part to the 
continuation of that unfortunate Arab state of affairs. 

So while Taher Masri wants to be nostalgic about foe good old 
days which governed the Jordanian-Palestinian relations and 
Suleiman Arar seeks to transcend that stage and begin to look 
forward to futuristic relations between them on the basis of new 
facts and realities, voters are led to believe, by the two prominent 
candidates, that other critical issues remain to be dwarfed by the 
Pakstima n-Jorda nian equation. And that—where the voters and 
candidates differ! 


Lebanon-conflicting ‘legitimate’ interests 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

ONE CAN only hope that the tentative agreement reached by 
Lebanese parliamentarians after two weeks of meetings in Taif, 
Saudi Arabia, on an Arab-sponsored “charter for national 
reconciliation” to end the 15 years of bloodbath in their country, 
is based on an actual realisation and acceptance of toe facts and 
realities on the ground. Notwithstanding the expected endorse¬ 
ment of the charter by a fill] meeting of the Lebanese deputies, 
the agreement is still far short of being translated into action, not 
to mention the fact that it has to be fast approved by the deputies 
in a parliament session within the borders of Lebanon to make it 
legal and binding (if these two words had any me aning anymore in 
the Lebanese scene.) 

The first question that comes to min d is whether the Lebanese 
“lawmakers (that is, if <*>me of them still qualify for the 
description after years of “breaking” every law that was formu¬ 
lated) have genuinely understood and accepted that there cannot 
be any direct cross-linkage between constitutional reforms and 
Syrian military withdrawal from Lebanon. If. anything, the two 
issues have to be seen as parallel but in opposite directions. 

First and foremost, there is no escape from the reality that there 
is very little any party, Arab or non-Arab, can do to bring about a 
Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon without addressing Damascus* 
fears that the consequent scenario will not herald a consolidation < 
of anti-Syrian sentiments in the Lebanese body politic. Quite 
simply, it is not in the Syrian cards to pull out of Lebanon and 
leave the scene open for hostile forces, whether political or 
military, to build an atmosphere which could, sooner or later, 
lead to fundamental changes in the traditional Lebanese-Syiian 
equation at die expense of the Syrians. 

Crudely put, the situation resembles a jealous lover and a 
flirting counterpart. Syria has always considered Lebanon-well 
within its backyard sphere of influence, and it is inconceivable for 
Damascus to accept any diminishing of its self-assumed role as 
protector and guardian of Lebanon, whether regionally or 
internationally. 

Above all, Lebanon is of very significant strategic importance 
to Syria within the context of the Arab-Isradi conflict. Notwith¬ 
standing toe argument that Syria was not exactly eager to grapple 
with Israel during the Zionist state's 1982 invasion of Lebanon (if 
anything, the Syrians very pointedly stayed away from engaging 
the invading forces on the ground, and they were actually forced 
into the disastrous air battle over north Lebanon in which almost 
toe entire Syrian air force was wiped out), there is tittle doubt that 
Damascus has always entertained fears that Lebanon could be the 
convenient backdoor for its enemy Memories are still vivid of the 
1973 war, when Lebanon’s eastern Bekaa Valley served as 
“excellent tank country” for the Israeli army. 

From such a vantage point, the rest of the Lebanese-Syrian 
jigsaw puzzle slowly fits into the slots. It explains partly why 
Syria, openly brushing aside Arab and international appeals, 
moved against the Palestinian camps in Lebanon in 1984. 

It was a dear case of Syrian determination to protect its 
long-term interests in Lebanon. Palestinian resistance attacks 
across the border against Israel were on the rise and could draw 
fierce backlashes on pro-Syrian elements in South Lebanon. In 
the resulting scenario, Syria was compelled to offer indirect 
“protection'’ to its allies in South Lebanon and maintain hs 
carefully nurtured political links with Lebanese Shi'ites through 
preempting Palestinian attacks against Israel. No doubt, the 
frequent retaliatory assaults by the Israelis and their South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) allies against Shi’ite-doaiinated villages in 
South Lebanon were calculated to spark Syrian fury against the 
Palestinians. The Israeli message was too dear: Keep the 
Palestinians in check or things will be hot for Syria’s friends m the 
south. As the Israelis tightened the screws on South Lebanon, so 
did the Syrians against the Pales tinians through the Shiite Arnal 
militia. However, the Israelis were also very careful not to upset 
the Syrians to the extent that the fundamental conflict—the state 
of war between Syria and the Zionist state —■ was stroked and 
inflamed since it could never be predicted as to what Damascus 
would do if it felt its back to the wall. 

Syrian reaction to any meaningful foreign interference in 
Lebanon, whether American, European or Arab, has to be seen 
in this light The only exception perhaps is Iran; but then it was a 
question of “if you can’t beat them join them” since there was 
little the Syrians could do against the Shi'ite religious fervour that 
Ayatollah Khomeini whipped np in Lebanon in the wake of his 
revolution in Iran. Obviously, Syria found it difficult to stem toe 
tide of pro-Khomeini sentiments which spread like wildfire among 
Lebanon's Shi'ites and decided it would be better off if Damascus 
joined Iran as toe benefactor of the Shi'ites. Furthermore, the 
alliance with Iran also afforded Syria the opportunity to hit back 
at its Baa this t rival Iraq in addition to gaining certain economic 
benefits; at times from Tehran and at other times from toe Arabs. 

The Lebanese pay the price 

Against such a backdrop of Syrian paranoia over Lebanon, it is 
obvious that Damascus has more self-argued reasons than one to 
assume a protective posture over its Lebanese allies in whom it 
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banks on a protect its own interests in the long-run. Seen in tins 
light, the violent reaction to rightist proxy Michel Acnm’s moves 
against the Muslim and leftist militias in Lebanon — “the 
nationalist forces” in Syrian parlance — makes sense. Until 
March this year, Aoun was a thorn on Syria’s side which would 
have been taken out by toe right political/military surgery at the 
right moment; anti Damasc us was none too perturbed over the 
uneasy situation in Lebanon, with no president, two govern¬ 
ments, a divided army etc. etc. But, the Maronite Catholic 
general took one step too many and had to go ahead and 
challenge Damascus through blockading ports controlled by 
Syrian-allied forces in Lebanon. What happened since then is 
history: Syrian fury was unleashed and the Lebanese paid a dear 
price for the next seven months, at a rate much higher than some 
of toe fiercest-days of the civil war. 

Aoun may be patting himself in the back for having pushed the 
Syrians into a corner and brought dyings to a head-on dash, but it 
is a safe bet that he did not expect to have to reckon with the full 
blast and ferodty of Syrian anger sparked by the interpretation of 
his actions by Damascus. Indeed, it was a multiple challenge for 
Syria; Aoun not only sought to humiliate the Syrians in front of 
their allies in Lebanon, but also robbed salt into the wounds by 
snuggling up to Iraq. It is tittle surprising that Syria was ready 
to throw in everything it has into trouncing Aoun. Syria’s ill-feted 
efforts in July and August to thrust across the strategic town-of 
Souq Al Gharb area into the Christian heartland of Lebanon, and 
trigger what could easily have been a make-or-break battle with 
rightist forces for the first time since 1976, could be seen as the 
most telling sign of how seriously Damascus viewed Aoun’s 
challenge. 

Arab League’s bdateduess 

It should have been understood as such by all concerned', 
foremost of all the tripartite Arab committee charged with 
restoring peace to Lebanon. If anything, the Arab League should 
have been the first to realise the Syrian sentiments, particularly 
that it was mostly ovct Lebanon that Damascus went to the extent 
of staying put over the question of Egypt's reinstatement into the 
league at the Casablanca summit; what Damascus hoped was an 
Arab undertaking in re tur n of Iraqi neutrality in Lebanon. But, 
when Baghdad showed no intention of moving away from behind 
Aoun, Syria did not feel itself under any obligation to cooperate 
with toe mediation panel either. 

Somehow, everyone, very studiously, underplayed the Syrian 
anxieties over Lebanon and it was only natural that the Arab 
committee ran plump into a blank wall when it came to grips with 
the question of the Syrian military presence in the country. 

The very fact that Syria was willing to take on anyone, including 
its supporters, Saudi Arabia and Algeria, and lukewarm friend 
Morocco, and big power France, which flexed its naval muscles in 
an apparent warning to Damascus, adds more odour to toe 
pronounced Syrian determination to call the toots in Lebanon. It 
would seem that it was at this point that everyone, most of all the 
Americans, really understood that there was no way erf twisting 
tiie Syrian arm which wfll remain poised in Lebanon and will pay 
whatever price for staying there. Hence, the pointed American 
and allied call for “an Arab solution” to the Lebanese problem. 
When it dawned rather belatedly on the Arab mediators (or. 


perhaps when they choose to let it dawn on them), toe situation. 
was cut and dry as always was the case: Syria is ready to sacrifice a 
hnndredof its soldiers every day if that is what it takes to retain its 
influence in Lebanon: Is there a rival who is willing to bid one 
tenth pf it? One hundredth of it? 

Blackmail, intimidation, shotgun wedding; call it what you will, 
but that is about all it amounts to. Of course, Syria does not see it 
that way. For all practical and technical purposes, Damascus 
believes in its just cause in Lebanon and there is no way anyone 
can influence it otherwise. And when you begin to understand it, 
you understand it well too easily. That’s the message inherent in 
the revived Arab League efforts and the consequent Taif 
deliberations, where the mediators sought to convince everyone 
concerned that Lebanon was stuck with $yria for the rime being 
and would continue to remain so for some tune, but in the 
meantime would you agree to political reforms that will satisfy the 
Syrians to a large extent without upsetting them with questions 
and deadlines over its military presence in Lebanon? 

Political reforms in Lebanon wfll be acceptable to Syria to the 
extent that they serve to protect Syrian interests without having to 
maintain a large military contingent in the country. At the first 
sign of any infringement of this cardinal rule, and there we gp 
again. At toe same time, it is naive to think that Syria, at any 
point in time after sending its army to Lebanon in 1976, wanted to 
indefinitely continue its costly “occupation” of its neighbour or 
“annexing” it as some had charged. Damascus will be more than 
happy to keep a watchful eye over Lebanon with an authoritative 
Beirut government with a strong political base in power but 
sympathetic and supportive of Syria’s concerns and fears. 

To be sure, one of the ways to ensure tong-time Syrian 
influence in Lebanon is political reforms which will give the 
Muslims a greater say in tire country’s political course. There can 
be no such thing in the Syrian dictionary as “leave the Lebanese 
to fend for themselves.” Again, there could be many adjectives to 
describe the Syrian posture, but that does not alter toe realities on 
the ground in Lebanon and the political air in Damascus. 

Furthermore, Israel’s occupation of its self-styled “security 
zone” in South Lebanon offers a perfectly justifiable argument to 
the Syrians to maintain their presence in Lebanon; if not in Beirut 
then in the Bekaa Valley, as long as the Israelis remain in the 
south. Can we expect the Israelis to be so concerned over the 
welfare of the Lebanese people that it will pull back across toe 
border to dear the way for Lebanese national reconciliation and 
peace and stability after 15 years of Moody violence? 

All said and done, tire issue that faces the Lebanese deputies 
gathered in Taif is: left or right, up or down, these is only way to 
go, and that is in toe direction of understanding and addressing 
the Syrian paranoia in Lebanon. They would still be »»nriwp one 
year from now in Taif if they sought to link everything in Lebanon 
with Syrian withdrawal. But, if and once they follow the logical 
course and separate toe issue of reforms and Syrian presence the 
rest of tire way could be relatively easy. But, are they willing to 
take toe first step? And, even if they did, how will it affect Aram, 
who sees everything with a limited military vision bas ed bn 
numbers of guns and calibre of bullets, and appears to entertain 
toe n arae notion that the United Nations will somefaow.be able to 
force Syria to poll out of Lebanon if the current taiw fail? 


Asia is both culprit and sufferer in global warming 

Oi_n_wi . 


By Steven Broil 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Developing nations 
in Asia are particularly vulner¬ 
able to the “greenhouse effect,** 
tire global wanning which could 
make rice harvests dwindle and 


submerge whole countries under 
rising seas. 

But they are contributing more 
and more of the waste gases that 
cause it. 

A new report by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agen¬ 


cy said about a quarter of the 
world's greenhouse gas emissi ons 
now come from Asia and the 
percentage wfll rise as the re¬ 
gion’s economies boom and its 
population increases. 

According to a growing scien¬ 
tific consensus, gases produced 


by industry, vehicles and forest 
clearance trap heat from the sun 
much , like the glass walls of a 
greenhouse. 

If eurisstans of carbon dioxide, 
methane, nitrous oxides and in¬ 
dustrial gases known as cfalorof- 
luorocarbons c ontin ue at the pre¬ 


sent rate, world te mp e r atures 
conld rise an average of 1.5 to 4.5 
degrees in the next 40 years. 

Seas could rise 0.5 to 2.0 
metres, flooding low-lying areas, 
since the volume of seawater ex¬ 
pands with temperature. Rainfall, 
would increase. Agriculture 


would be disrupted. 

The U.S. report, prepared fin 
an_ environment -confe re nce in 
Togo, said China, < Japan and 
fr raia we re Asia’s largest smitten 
J*J*iban dioxid e from burning 
fossil fuels such: as coal and 
petrol. . ....... 
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The Jubeiha Amusement Park 



By Nor Safi 

Special to the Jordan Thnes 

AMMAN — One can sec the 
lights from a distance as if bang 
from midair; blinking Jjgbts, re¬ 
volving J%bts, and lights that 
form circles. As one drives 
ahead, the Looming colours take 
form, signalling the trappings of a 
fair. Multitude of crowds pour in 
and oat as one watches people, 
riding buses, cars and pick-ups, 
dap their hands and shoot 
“Jubeiha! Jubeiha! with un¬ 
matched rhythm. A typical scene 
on the road to Abu Nuseir Com¬ 
plex on a Thursday evening. 

As we enter the Jubeiha 
Amusement Park to share the 
excitement, we see on the left 
crowds fighting to boy souvenirs. 
Ahead, we bear screaming when 
swarm s of people pour out of 
“the boat” — the most frightful 
ride which churns one’s stomach 
as one faces the ground from 
above at a 90 degree angle, hud¬ 
dling one another, each one paler 
than the other. Pizzas, 


shawermahs, icecream and pop¬ 
corn are being devoured by every 
other person as they look around 
for more rides. "Oh, no, not 
another watermelon tent”. “No, 
this is a bedouin tent,” says 
another, where people relax, 
dance mid drink the traditional 
coffee to prevent tbeir shakes and 
shivers after the “daring” rides. 

During the day, students from 
schools aQ over the country con¬ 
verge on the 65-dnpum play¬ 
ground for an outing for enjoy¬ 
ment and education. According 
to the students, they come to the 
amusement park for painting and 
writing about their outings, to 
understand physics and geomet¬ 
rical angles as well as for fun. It 
has become a “tradition” for 
schools throughout Jordan to use 
this fair as an educational experi¬ 
ence and exposure, according to 
John Allen, manager of the 
amusement park. 

Allen said that the park was 
opened in July 1988 whereby the 
*ShepperfieId Company* of Eng¬ 
land has a five-year contract with 


the Greater Amman Municipality 
to manage the amusement park. 
He added that die Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affaire and 
the Environment had allocated a 
piece of land free of charge and 
tile $8.5 million for the amuse¬ 
ment park was financed by a loan 
from the Arab B ank in Bahrain 
and guaranteed by the Jordanian 
government. The investment 
went to tibe rides and design and 
construction of tire park. 

Allen explained that the facili¬ 
ties are brought from Italy except 
for tite tower which was from 
England. The tower is shaped as 
a cylinder with glass windows 
surrounding it. Once seated in 
tiie cylinder shaped room, it is 
lifted up while rotating so as to 
absorb the vast view of the sur¬ 
roundings and the city. ’The con¬ 
struction, which includes res¬ 
taurants and office Mocks, are 
made by local contractors,” Allen 
said. There are also some private¬ 
ly owned facilities, he added, 
which are the flying chairs; chairs 
on which one is taken round in 


circles. Skilled games including 
luck and video games are also 
privately owned. 

Dnring the peak seasons — 
from May to July — 130 em¬ 
ployees work in the park, accord¬ 
ing to Allen. “Other months we 
have about 90 employees” and in 
the winter, he added, when the 
amusement park is closed from 
December to February, they 
keep 30 employees for mainte¬ 
nance and Tound-tbe-clock 
guards. The workers are em¬ 
ployed by the Greater Amman 
Municipality which gets .the col¬ 
lected money to invest in needed 
facilities. 

Monthly and daily records are 
kept to track the number of visi¬ 
tors to the park. ‘The average 
number of people in March was 
20,000,” Allen noted. “In April 
we had 44,000 and in May we 
averaged 122,000,” he added. In 
July about 3,000 people per day 
Were counted while cm Thursdays 
it went up to 6,000 people per 
day. On Fridays, however, there 
was an increase to 9,000 people. 


According to Allen, the highest 
number of visitore in one day has 
been 26,000 people. 

“There is room for expansion,” 
Allen said, “although it is more 
expensive to bring new rides.” 
Bnt in winter, he hopes to bring 
new rides that could be manufac¬ 
tured in Jordan. Allen envisages 
“some sort of water ride — a 
similar to the bumper care — 
which could save foreign ex¬ 
change since it could be manufac¬ 
tured in Jordan.” 

The devaluation of the d inar 
has had some positive impact on 
the park. According to Allen, 
Jordanians are no longer unable 
to travel abroad so frequently 
therefore they look for Local acti¬ 
vities. Another factor is the in¬ 
creased influx of foreigners into 
the country. 

A family agreed: “It is as 
though we were in a different 
world. We come here and spend 
the day, there is so much variety 
and so many thin gs to do.” 

A girl said: “The park is far 
from Amman but transportation 


is not a problem. There are al¬ 
ways taxis ready to pick you up.” 

A foreigner added: “I enjoyed 
my trip here. There are so many 


different thin gs going on, includ¬ 
ing traditional things.” 

A young boy summed it up: 
“This attraction is excellent be¬ 


cause it provides us with lots of 
activities. We feel we have been 
travelling outside the country at 
the end of the day.” 


Choice of Dalai Lama for peace prize means more interest, but little action 


By Victoria Graham 

The Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — Award¬ 
ing the Nobel Peace Prize to the 
Dalai Lama is likely to focus 
attention on the cause of Tibetan 
independence and human rights, 
but unlikely to result in fj.N. 
actions that would offend Pbrna 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, who accepted the 
prize last year for U.N. 
peacekeeping forces, had no 
comment on the Dalai Lama's 
.selection. U.N. officials said they 
do not comment on non-U.N. 
recipients. 

In the past, letters and peti¬ 
tions from Tibetan activists pro¬ 


testing China’s alleged suppres¬ 
sion of their human rights, cul¬ 
ture and independence move¬ 
ment have not elicited any public 
response from U.N. officials. 

The last time the Tibet issue 
was taken up in the general 
assembly was Dec. 18, 1965, 
when the worid body called for an 
end to Chinese practices that 
deprive the Tibetan people of 
their fundamental human ri ght 
and freedoms, including the 
rigfrt to self-determination. 

The issue first had been raised 
in tiie assembly in 1959, the year 
the Dalai Lama fled to India after 
an abortive anti-Chinese coup. 

China joined the world body in 
1971. 


U.N. diplomats, mindful of 
China’s clout, did not predict a 
surge of diplomatic activity on 
behalf of Tibet, but said there 
would be wider interest and in¬ 
tense private discussions. 

The Dalai Lama has advocated 
autonomy, not independence, for 
Tibet and has said China would 
be responsible for foreign affairs 
and defence. 

“But the Chinese are very 
touchy about their domestic 
affairs and no one wants to offend 
them, since everyone has their 
own domestic troubles and wants 
the U.N. to stay out,” said one 
senior Asian diplomat, asking not 
to be named. 


There was no immediate re¬ 
sponse from the Chinwstt mission 
to the United Nations, although 
other Chinese diplomats have 
condemned the award to the 
Tibetan spiritual leader. 

’T wouldn’t expect this selec¬ 
tion of the Dalai Lama to have a 
great effect on deliberations in 
the U.N. itself,” said Ed Luck, 
president of the U.N. Association 
of tiie United States, said in an 
interview Thursday. “This is part¬ 
ly because the question of Tibet 
in Chinese eyes is partly a ques¬ 
tion of sovereignty, as are its own 
minority problems for the Soviet 
Union.” 

He cited the selection in 1975 


of Andrei Sakharov, a Soviet 
physicist and human rights cam¬ 
paigner. In time, he said, Sakhar¬ 
ov's message got through, as 
perhaps wifi the message of the 
Dalai Lama. 

The selection “makes it harder 
for China to hide the question of 
Tibet,” be said. 

Chinese government offices 
were closed when news reached 
Beijing that the exiled Tibetan 
spiritual leader had won the co- 
veted prize, and there was no 
immediate reaction. 

The Chinese embassy in Oslo 
denounced the decision as in¬ 
terfering in China's internal 
affairs and called the Dalai T-ama 


a political figure intent on “split¬ 
ting the fatherland.” 

China considers the Dalai 
Lama a fbmenter of division and 
trouble within Tibet, which it 
claims as an ancient Chinese 
territory and tributary. Chinese 
troops marched into Tibet in 1950 
in a bloodless takeover. 

Beijing rejects international 
criticism of its Tibet policy and its 
suppression of the pro-democracy 
movement in Beijing as interfer¬ 
ence in its internal affairs. 

It was outraged Aug. 31 when a 
U.N. human rights subcommis¬ 
sion in Geneva called for a report 
on China's human rights practices 
to be submitted to the full com¬ 


mission next March because of 
the violence sparked by pro¬ 
democracy student movement. 

China is a powerful U.N. mem¬ 
ber with many friends in the 
developing world, the eastern 
bloc and the West. No govern¬ 
ment has wanted to undermine 
their own relations with Beijing 
by raising the June jnilitary 
moves against pro-democracy 
protestors or Tibet issues in the 
U.N. Security Council and 
General Assembly. 

China already has been wound¬ 
ed by criticism of the violence 
used against the student-led 
democracy movement. In a re¬ 
cent speech to the General Assem¬ 


bly , China denounced its Western 
.critics and said they were harming 
relations. 

The August decision on human 
rights in Geneva was the first 
time that one of the five perma¬ 
nent members of the security 
council has been rebuked in this 
way. The other members are the 
United States, Britain, France 
and the Soviet Union. 

Both the United States and 
Soviet Union have declined to 
raise the issue of the student 
movement violence in the secur¬ 
ity council, saying it would be 
inappropriate and non-produc¬ 
tive. China also could veto any 
criticism of its actions. 


Science 


and 

By Vhiane SentiUac 

YOU start with a soya steak 
garnished with monosodium 
glutamate sauce and end with an 
ethyl-phenyl-ftlyddate ice-cream. 
Does that make you hesitate? Yet 
each time you order a hambur¬ 
ger, instant soup dr vanilla cus¬ 
tard. that is what yon eat: addi¬ 
tives, preservatives and trans¬ 
formed vegetable protein. Today, 
whatever you eat, it has been 
tampered with by biotechnology 
and food-processing industries. 

Rich countries eat more and 
more meat. Without being entire¬ 
ly harmful, tins kind of eating- 
habit is contestable. In order to 
feed cattle, countries of the Com¬ 
mon Market, the United States 
and Canada use more than two 
thuds of the cereals they pro¬ 
duce. 

At a time when two thirds of 
the inhabitants of the planet are 
hungiy, it is becoming indispens¬ 
able to review all the stages of the 
food chain: animal and plant 
selection, methods of cultivation, 
and the means of processing and 
preserving food. 

The National Agronomic Re¬ 
search Institute (INRA) is work¬ 
ing, in particular, on the selection 
and crossing of breeds. They have 
already obtained sows which not 
only have two or three piglets 
more a year, but also whose food 
requirements are reduced by less 


food 

than 200 grammes on the 10 kilos 
of whole food normally needed to 
produce one kilo of meat. On the 
scale of a pig , that does not 
appear very much, frOl, on a 
national level, it represents an 
annual saving of 70,000 tonnes of 
food 

Poultry, fish and vegetables 
undergo the same genetic man¬ 
ipulations. A chicken can be 
raised in 8 weeks instead of 15 
and with a kilo of food less. 
Trouts can weigh 3 kilos and 
beans be 35 centimetres long. Iris 
also possible to grow vegetables 
without soil. Chickory and toma¬ 
toes dip their roots in channels 
containing a nutritive solution. 

INRA is also seeking to pro¬ 
duce vegetables able to fix nit¬ 
rogen from the air. In this way it 
would be possible to stop using 
nitrogen fertilizers which cost a 
lot of energy to manufacture in¬ 
dustrially. The experiment con¬ 
sists in inserting a fragment of the 
DNA of certain bacteria in the 
cells of plants which scientists are 
trying to transform genetically. In 
a few years, it will be posable to 
programme micro-organisms so 
that they can produce large 
amounts of proteins which are of 
interest as food. 

A normal food intake should 
provide the organism with 12 to 
17 % of its calories in the form of 
proteins. Food coming from 



animals contains the largest 
amounts, but it takes enormous 
amounts of vegetable protein to 
“produce” animal protein. That is 
why tiie food-processing indus¬ 
tries are seeking ways to shortdr- 
cuit tiie animal, by using veget¬ 
able proteins as food for humans. 
These can be extracted from oil- 
producing and vegetable seeds 
(soya, peanut, sunflower, peas, 
broadbeans, etc), from micro¬ 
organisms (yeasts, algae, bacter¬ 
ia, filament moulds, etc.) and 
from green plants (alfalfa, spi¬ 
nach, tobacco ...). 

After removing the toxic ele¬ 
ments from all these vegetable 
proteins, they can be transformed 


into food. They are already con¬ 
sumed in the form of “texture 
agents” in cooked dishes, de¬ 
sserts, biscuits and baby foods. 

They also form the basis of diets 
and menus in macrobiotic res¬ 
taurants. In the future, vegetable 
proteins will be used for making 
imitations of meat, ham, fruit and 
"vegetables. 

This is already possible thanks 
to an extruder-cooker, originally 
designed for making plastics and 
which has now been adapted to 
food. Imagine a huge machine 
which is fra, at one end, with a 
few tonnes of a kind of paste and 
which, three minutes later, pro¬ 


duces aperitif biscuits, croquettes 
for dogs or omlettes in tubes, at 
the other end. It all depends on 
the original composition of the 
paste (cereal flour, powder milk, 
pieces of meat, etc.) and tiie 
additives and colouring put in it. 

With this kind of machine that 
can process everything, it would 
be possible to recycle the huge 
amounts of cellulose by-products 
produced m the world, of which 
only a tiny part is used today. It is 
to be hoped that such research in 
food processing will finally solve 
the problems of undernutrition in 
poor and overpopulated coun¬ 
tries. — French features. 


Anti-drugs crusade 
wins wide backing 


A WIDE cross-section of the 
international community appears 
to have picked up the gauntlet 
thrown down by Colombia's 
cocaine barons when they de¬ 
clared “total war” on their own 
government. 

Such an open challenge to the 
rule of law, especially by some of 
the most powerful elements be¬ 
hind the menace of illegal drug 
trafficking, inevitably produced a 
strong response. But this was also 
partly a tribute to the courage 
shown by Colombia's President 
Virgilio Barco and his administra¬ 
tion in their bid to break the 
power of the narcotics cartels. 

Both the United States and the 
12-nation European Community 
reacted swiftly, pledging help to 
Colombia, while -moves were 
afoot to ensure that the United 
Nations’ Security Council voiced 
the worid body's support. 

The drug warlords stepped up 
their reign of terror in response to 
the sweeping new emergency 
powers introduced by President 
Barco. These include the re¬ 
newed threat of what the cartels’ 
leaders mostly fear — extradition 
to the U.S. to face trial. 

.The latest crackdown followed 
a series of murders, including the 
assassination of Senator Luis Car¬ 
los Gal an, regarded as the man 
most likely to win next year's 
presidential election. The killings 
were believed to have been 
ordered by the drug racketeers. 


It is a formidable challenge that 
the Colombian authorities and 
their international allies have 
accepted. Because of the vast 
wealth they have amassed, the 
cartels wield considerable influ¬ 
ence and power, even to the 
extent of running private armies 
into which foreign mercenaries 
have been recruited. 

Colombia is a key battleground 
in what it is widely hoped will 
become a global, anti-drugs cru¬ 
sade. It is the centre of South 
America’s illicit cocaine indus¬ 
try. Coca leaf, grown there and in 
Peru and Bolivia, is processed in 
Colombian laboratories and then 
smuggled into the U.S. and 

is why the most prompt 
response to President Barco's 
plea for equipment and expertise 
to help him in his battle came 
from these countries. 

The U.S. alone was providing 
$65 million worth of emergency 
aid. At the same time, as the 
cartels' most lucrative market, it 
is to redouble its efforts to com¬ 
bat drug abuse. A $7.9 billion 
programme was outlined by Pres¬ 
ident Bush in a televised address 
to the nation on Sept. 5. 

He said that the “comprehen¬ 
sive, frilly-integrate, national con¬ 
trol policy” was designed to tack¬ 
le the problem at all its stages — 
from production and trafficking 
to addiction. 

Holding up a bag of the cocaine 


Europe 

This 


derivative, “crack,”’ which he 
said had been bought on a 
Washington street, the president 
declared: “If we face this evil as a 
nation united, this will be nothing 
but a handful of useless che¬ 
micals.” 

The U.S. initiative was praised 
by the British Prime Minister who 
also called for the “full moral 
authority" of the international 
community to be invested in the 
anti-drugs straggle. 

Addressing a conference of 
world parliamentarians in Lon¬ 
don, Mrs. Thatcher added: 
“Those who produce and those 
who sell drugs are waging war 
against the young people of all 
our countries, and we must do 
everything we can to stop this evil 
trade." 

Meanwhile, there was growing 
concern over signs that toe Col¬ 
ombian crisis was spilling over 
into neighbouring countries. 
Drug trafficking was also re¬ 
garded as a factor in the rift 
between the U.S. and Panama. 

Washington severed diplomatic 
relations with the Central Amer¬ 
ican republic after its de facto 
ruler. General Manuel Noriega, 
had installed a puppet president 
and administration. 

The U.S. has publicly accused 
the general of amassing a personal 
fortune of up to S300 million 
through his involvement in drug 
smuggling — Lions features. 



For all yoer: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forw a rdi ng , 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please cafl: 

AMBV KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmasani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 



The fiat 4 best 
Chime Restaurant 
fn Jordan 

lstCocie.JatalAniman.nBar 
Ahfyyah Girts School 

Mwwwyh avpnibW 

Open dsdfy 12M0-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 

TaL &8968 _ 



CROWN 

intl estt. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaglng, 
dealing, door-to-door 
service 



EVERY 

DAY 


h 



£ 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese " 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese naming pot is available 

ftfct. 4 m ajru vm tt aMm 

Open daily 1236-15-30 
1830-2330 

WaeSSaqra Road-near Traffic 


Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 661922 


PEOPLE WHO HEEO 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


CALL US I 


Electrolux 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


/ CHEN'S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartequft for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. ' 

v 6:30-Midnight > 


STUDIOHAIG 




m 


Professional 
1 Hour 
Develop yourcofc&ir film at 
our shop and gefv 

* JUMBO photo 
Siam 30% bugmr 

* Frmm mnlarg*- 
Mumat 20 x 39 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank- Phone; 604042 
SwefiehteL823891 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Anting Pet 


Open daily Noon - 330pjit. 
&630pjn. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Orde 
opposite AkHah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


Slide film 
Processing by 

IComca 

Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel: 633418 


u* 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

rake away service 
I available 

Open Daily 12£0-&30 pm 
7.30*41.30 pm 
After the HoHday mn hotel 
fowaids 3rd dide - 


Te!:65S5l9 659520 



I ChiwA PaL>c£ Restaurant [ 
CAKr ati l, sremiAW, 

PEKING, HUNAN STYU 

AOracttVB Cftness dacorattona 
Defctous Chinese cyfetne 
AB tn sizing - no e*na charge 
special tapanyata - cftWun. beel S teh 
wrttti special enspy duck 
Opens T1-30 a.m. - 3.30 pm. 

7DO p.m. ■ 11.30 pm 
Closes Friday 


Tsfe 6 MS 32 /A 




appssW Ctxnmodora HoM 



LUNCH & DINNER / 

minim / 


jg^^SSljp 

MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take cane of the works. 

Door to Door. 

: Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX— 

OppHie Housing Bank Center 

A Plan Hotel TeL 672288 
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JTA offers new heights to Jordanian businessmen Jordan, Syria draw 

plan to promote 


By Mariam M. Shahfai 
Jordan Times Staff Writer 


rency.” Since the realignment of tem (NIS) at the Ministry of Flan- 
the Jordanian dinar, raw mate- iiing. The JTA Enk with NIS will 


AMMAN — Vast economic and social changes have 
swept Jordan in the last twelve to eighteen months. 
To accommodate the winds of change both the public 
^nd private sectors have called for steps to privatise, 
industrialise and internationalise Jordanian enter¬ 
prises. 


The infrastructure necessary to 
SQCce ssfully realise the desired 
expansions does not exist in all 
it’s facets at the present time. The 
-‘itly established Jordan Trade 
Association (JTA) is intended to 
dose the gap between desired 
essential took for Jordanian ex¬ 
porters and actual tools. Serving 
.as an informatics data bank cen¬ 
tre, the JTA provides information 
links with possible export mar¬ 
kets for Jordanian manufacturers 
in over ISO locations worldwide. 

As a response to individual and 
company requests for a data bank 
supplying information on exports 
to the industrial sector in the 
Kingdom, the JTA was estab¬ 
lished in August 1988, in coop¬ 
eration with the United States 
Agency for International De¬ 
velopment (USAID). 

JTA executive manager, Halim 
Abu-Rahmeh, says the associa¬ 
tion's door is open to all com¬ 
panies who need information on 


are 24 companies which are mem¬ 
bers of JTA and enjoy the benefits 
of all the association's services. 

After paying an initiation fee 
and an annu al membership fee, 
members have access to an exten¬ 
sive data base and library facili¬ 
ties covering world export mar¬ 
kets, trade opportunities, suitable 
channels for distribution, interna¬ 
tional trade laws, prevailing eco¬ 
nomic an d financial situations, 
required technical specifications 
of goods and services and prices 
of products similar to Jordanian 
products. 

Non-member companies are 
free to use the facilities, for a 
relative small service charge, 
Abu-Rahmeh says. He stresses 
that the association is not a profit- 
making organisation. 

The raison d'etre of the JTA, 
namely the expansion and de¬ 
velopment of die export of goods 
and services produced by the 
Jordanian private sector, has 


AMMAN EXCHANGE SATES 


Wednesday, October 11,1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.s. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcntscbemark 
Swiss franc 


French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutdi guilder 
Swedish oown 
Italian Era (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


97.4 98.4 

437.9 4423 
292.4 295.3 
963 973 

45.1 45.6 

156JS 158.4 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 
previous week: 


OcL 7-11 


Daily average 
'Total volume 
Total shares 
No. of contracts 


JD 1,991,457 
JD 9,957.285 
■4,627,784 
5,515 


Sept. 30-OcL 4 

JD 2.249.068 
JD 11,245342 
4,699,140 
5369 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 


Financial 


Service 

Insurance 


JD 7387,167 
(74.2%) 
JD 1,098336 
(HO) 
(13.5%) 
(13%) 


JD 6,930,179 
(61.61%) 
JD 3,138,760 
(27.9%) 
(9.8%) 
(0.7%) 


Share price index 
No. of companies 
Price movement (rise) 
(decline) 
(stable) 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday cm 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gpld 


1.5590/5600 

U.S. dollars 

1.1742/52 

Canadian dollar 

1.9008/15 

Deutschemarks 

2.1450/60 

Dutch guilders 

1.6710/20 

Swiss francs 

39.88/93 

Belgian francs 

6.4475/4525 

French francs 

1394/1395 

Italian lire 

144.00/10 

Japanese yen 

63400/50 

Swedish crowns 

7.0425/75 

Norwegian crowns 

7.4100/50 

Danish crowns 

362.80/363.30 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 


SYDNEY — The share market shook of a bearish mood to dose 
higher, boosted by a weaker local dollar and a rise in the London 
market. The All Ordinaries index rose 11.8 points to 1741.9. 

TOKYO — Talk that the U.S. may be easing credit policy, plus 
technical factors, lifted prices broadly higher. The Nikkei jumped 
320.97 points to dose at 35,116.02. 

BONG KONG *— Selling focused on selected blue chips dragged 
the Hang Seng index down 11.5 points to close at 2,782.30 oo low 
turnover. 


SINGAPORE — The stock market closed on a mixed note after 
profit-taking. 

BOMBAY — Share prices ended lower on all-round selling 
triggered by newspaper reports of pay-offs m an aims deal. 

ITOANKFURT — Prices fell sharply on inflation worries after 
oews of a surge in West German wholesale prices in September. 
The 30-share DAX index dropped 23.44 to 1389.34. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed steady to lower after prices came off 
their early highs on light profit-taking. The all-Swiss performance 
index was down 0.4 at 1,185.1. 

PARIS—Prices were easier as speculative interest faded in stock 
of the merchant bank Paribas. The CAC-40 index slipped 0.06 to 
1,932.68. 


LONDON — Shares were mixed in volatile late trading due to 
Concerns about inflation and a warning by the Bank of England 
about the property market. At 1500 GMT the EjTSE 100 index 
was up 3-8 at 2,241.6. 


rials required by local industries 
to survive, have at feast doubled 
in price. Thus, the need to export 
to countries, which will‘pay 
Jordanian ntP! it ift |p * 11Tftw in bard 
currency is a necesaty. 

Abu Rahmeh confirmed that 
the association recently obtained 
membership to the World Trade 
Centre (WTC) in Cairo. The 
membership entities JTA mem- 


give its members access to socio¬ 
economic information on Jordan 
from various data basis. Among 
the information that will be pro¬ 
vided wip be: Balance of pay¬ 
ments, national accounts, price 
indices, currency exchange rates, 
government budget and foreign 
trade statistics. 

Other data baas available to 
JTA members provide woffles on 


factor that I would like Jordanian 
producers to consider is the quali¬ 
ty of their product If they don't 
start producing top quality very 
soon then they will be out-done 
bv everyone. I would not like to 


bers to use a full range of in- importers of selected products 
formation services in over 150 and import and export ^fatkrics 


trading countries around the 
world, including a computerised 
co mmunicatio ns system, a data 
base and library facilities cover¬ 
ing world markets, trade oppor¬ 
tunities and government regula¬ 
tions and tariffs. 

Data basis 


“Another advantage that 
Jordanian businessmen HaaKtig 
with us will have is the exposure 
their products will have on the 
WTC online 'network.' Their 
products will be exposed to four 
milli on businessmen, in 150 
locations In 50 countries around 
the world,” Abu Rahmeh points 
out. 

JTA has been in constant con¬ 
tact with the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce and the Amman 
Chamber of Industry and has also 
finalise d procedures to connect 
with the National Information Sys- 


for over 100 countries. 

Expanding markets 

Although Jordanians have had 
good export trade relations with 
other Arab countries for some 
time now, Abu Rahmeh says now • 
is a good time to .expand trade 
routes. 

“Other countries in the region 
are industrialising modi faster 
than we are, which means tough 
competition for our products,” 
says Abu Rahmeh. He believes 
that competition is important, if 
for no outer reason than for the 
improvement of Jordan's pro¬ 
ducts. 

“Once the local producer real¬ 
ises that he has to do something 
to improve his product, to make 
it market competitive then we 
will be moving in the right direc¬ 
tion” he stresses. 

“The single most important 


by everyone-1 would not like to 
see Jordanian products in com¬ 
petition with a third dass product 
on the third dass market, but 
competing with a first class pro¬ 
duct on the Gist dass market,” 
Abu Rahmeh says. 

“Id an attempt to broaden their 
export horizons, Jordanian pro¬ 
ducers should take due care to 
have their own quality control 
and to make sure drat they have 
done their research and develop¬ 
ment. Exporting is no joke. ‘ 
Those who want to export should 
take their role seriously. If they 
don’t have a sufficiently good and 
competitive product they should 
not market it in the first place 
because it could create a negative 
image for all Jordanian products. 
Why defeat our cause before we 
have begun,” says Abu Rahmeh. 

Jordanian expor te rs have not 
always taken the quality control 
issue very seriously. Not long ago 
some Jordanian-produced veget¬ 
ables were destroyed upon deliv¬ 
ery in one Scandinavian country 
because of the existence of some 
chemical residues, supposedly of 
pesticides, according to one in¬ 
formed e x port in g source. 

According to Abu Rahmeh “as 
equally imp ortant as quality con¬ 


trol are marketing techniques. 
.Eachindustry or enterprise must 

have a marketing department, 
which studies their destined mar¬ 
kets thoroughly.” 

Increased participation at in¬ 
ternational fairs and exhibitions, 
Abu Rahmeh stressed are also 
valuable steps which could be 
taken by Jordanian exporters to 
boost their products in interna¬ 
tional markets. 1 

Preparations during initial con¬ 
tact meetings are extremely im- 

K jrtant. According to Abu- 
ahmeh, “there are Jordanian 
businessmen who intend to ex- r 
port their goods but don’t bother 
to bring samples or price lists with 
them on then initial meetings for 
which they pay thousands of (fi¬ 
nals to establish (plane tickets, 
hotels, etc.). 

Abu Rahmeh points out that 
“short cuts won't work anymore, 
neither in production, nor in 
quality control, informatics and 
marketing strategies. JTA is here 
to welcome Jordanian exporters 
to the real world.” 

Meeting the formative needs of 
budding Jordanian industries and 
m a nu facturers will not be easy for 
•JTA, but, with tiie help of the 
realigned Jordanian dinar 
more consciousness on tire part of 
the Jordanian exporter, they may 
very well have a chance to boost 
the export market to new heights. 


joint 


zone 


AQABA (J.T.) —. Means of 

promoting the activities and prog- water, electricity and other utib- 
rammes of'the joint Jor dairi a n r ,. 


Syrian free zones in the fields of 
industry and<rade, woe discus¬ 
sed at a meeting held in Aqaba 
Thursday by teams representing, 
both countries. 


ty, Ahmad Dabbas who addres-. 
sed the meeting, announced that 
the board of d ir ec to rs of the 
Syrian-Jordanians Free Zones 
Corporation recommended a 
plan for attracting investors from 
Jordan, Syria ami Arab and 
foreign countries to set up indus¬ 
tries and economic projects in the 
free zones, run jointly by the two 
countries. 

He said that such ventures can 
start now that all the infrastruc¬ 
ture has been completed provid¬ 
ing buddings, means of com- 


Apart from commerce and in¬ 
dustry, three free zones could 
host activities related to tourism, 
general services and. could serve 
as a storage ground for goods 
from various sources, Dabbas 
noted. 


He said that the board bad 
informed the chambers of hubs-' 
try -and trade in Amman and 
Damascus that special privileges 
and facilities will be granted to be 
first ten investors who embark on 
economic projects in the joint 
free zones. 


Participants in the meeting la¬ 
ter made a tour of the harbour 
area, the freezoneandtbe Muda- 
warah border post at the common 
border with Saudi Arabia. 


their products. At present there the industrial need far “hard cur- 


Britain to keep unpopular 
tactics in fighting inflation 


BLACKPOOL, England (R) — 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Nigel Lawson denied Thursday 
that Britain was sliding towards 
recession and refused to retreat 
from his unp opular high in test 
rate policy. 

In a speech designed to soothe 
anxious voters and jittery money 
markets, Lawson told the ruling 
Conservative Party’s annual con¬ 
ference that there would he no 
retreat from the battle against 
inflation. 

Calls for the portly finance 
minis ter's resignation have been 
growin g in the party rank-and-file 
and indie normally pro-conserva¬ 
tive press since be raised interest 
rates one point to 15 per cent a 
week ago. 


whether there is an alternative to 
high Interest rates at the present 
time. And whether they can be 
sure the policy will work. Bluntly, 
the answer is that there is no 


alternative and the policy will 
work.” 


p r ess ure even after last week's 
interest rate rise, Lawson said: 
“There is no need whatever for 
tins to mean recession, providing 
business and industry keep a firm 
control of their costs, inrinding 


He added: “I will onntinnf. to 
take whatever action is needed, 
however unpopular it may be, to 
keep our economy sound and 
strong.” 


wage costs. 

He said he could not predict 


when rates would be brought 
down. 



Nigel Lawson 


“Lawson said nothing suppor¬ 
tive,” said a trader at a feasting 
U.S. bank. “The market is dearly 
disappointed and unless the Bank 
of En gl a nd in te rvenes the pound 
will continue to weaken.” 

Responding to fears that the 
eepnomy .was faring recession, 
with Britain's .trade gap at a 


Lawson declared: “People ask reebrd level and sterling under 


“We will take no risks with 
inflation,” he said. “But it is dear 
that the economy is already re¬ 
sponding to the measures ,we 
have taken, and I have no doubt 
that it will come right in good 
time.” 

Lawson conceded that his poli¬ 
cy was “a slow process” but said 
that only effective way to curb 
borrowing was to make it more 
expensive. 


He ruled out imposing credit 
controls and signalled that he 
would continue to defend the 
vajue of the pound. 

“The Conservative Party never 
has been, and never will be, the 
party of devaluation,” he said. 

John Smith, opposition Labour 
Party financial spokesman, said 
Lawson’s speech was “a parhefie 
rehash of failed polides” which 
offered no hope to borrowers. 


Poland switches to capitalism 


WARSAW (R) — The Solidar¬ 
ity-led government unveiled 
plans Thursday to make Pioand 
the first country in the world to 
switch from communism to capi¬ 
talism. 

It published a far-reaching eco¬ 
nomic programme aimed at intro¬ 
ducing free market mechanisms 
and capitalist institutions “in the 
swiftest possible way” after 45 
years of communism. 

The programme included res¬ 
toring private property and other 
forms of non-state ownership to a 


pivotal role in the country’s eco¬ 
nomic system. 

It set breakneck timetables for 
the sweeping structural changes 
and for simultaneous austerity 
measures designed to bring hyp¬ 
er-inflation under control. 

Anti-inflationary measures 
would be introduced in the next 
three months and “full introduc¬ 
tion of market mechanisms and 
institutions” would begin next 
year to be completed in early 
1991, said the government, whose 
formation a month ago ended 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



communist rule imposed on Po¬ 
land after World War II. 

“The economic goal is to set up 
a market economy whose fea¬ 
tures resemble the proven sys¬ 
tems of highly-developed econo¬ 
mies,” it said. 

“The social goal is... to set up 
an economic system that would 
make people’s lives normal and 
give them and the entire country 
a chance of development,” it 
noted. 

The measures included exten¬ 
sive sales of state pro p erty and 
removal of restrictions on land 
and real estate ownership. These 
were designed to restore private 
property as a permanent feature 
of the economy and make it a 
driving force for efficiency and 
structural change. 

The government admitted the 
programme would cause tempor¬ 
ary industrial recession and un¬ 
employment and it tvouid be a 


year before Poland’s hard-press¬ 
ed people saw signs of improve¬ 
ment. 

Structural changes envisaged in 
the government's programme in¬ 
cluded introducing capitalist in¬ 
stitutions such as bank reform, 
personal income tax, value added 
tax (VAT) and currency, capital, 
stock and labour markets. 

The government said it would 
curb inflation by slashing the 
budget deficit. This involved re¬ 
ducing subsidies, tightening cre¬ 
dit for industry, bolding down 
wage rises, shutting some ineffi¬ 
cient plants and cutting spending. 

The measures would be 
cushioned by a social welfare 
programme including food 
stamps providing cheap supplies 
for more than four mill in n pen¬ 
sioners and poor people. 

The programme did not say 
how mucji unemployment was 
expected.. 



USX 


severs South African ties 

RGH (AP) —• USX Corp. has sold afi of its equity 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — USX Corp. has sold afl of its equity 
interests in South African companies. The oO and steel concern 
withheld the identity of the buyers and the sale price. Sharehol¬ 
ders submitted a resolution earlier tins year that USX sell its 
holdings in the radafly segregated nation. They withdrew the 
resolution after management said sale negotiations were under 
way. USX held a 21 per cent stake in Associated Manganese 
Mines of South Africa Ltd., 45 per cent in Feral!oys Ltd. and 46 
per cent in Prieska Copper Mines Ltd. The companies produce* 
iron me, manganese ore, chrome ore, zinc concentrates and 
ferroalloys. The Pittsb ur gh company said it formerly used 
minerals from the companies bnt no longer finds them essential as 
a supplier. USX bad no operations or employees in South Africa. 


Kuwait considers ordering 11 tankers 

KUWATT (AP) — Kuwait is studying teodet&^mld 11 tankers 
to cope with toe increasing world demand forrja&fejire daily A1 


daily A1 


Qabas daily has reported. It quoted Abdul FaSS^Al Badr, 
chairman of the state-run Kuwait Qfl Tanker Co. assaying “the 
new tankers would be built by more than a single company or 
state, because no shipyard can accommodate them all. 4 'Korean 
shipyards won Kuwait’s last contract for six tankers. Kuwait has 
25 tankers, but it is not known how many are currently operating. 
Several were damaged during toe Xran-Iraq war. Some of these 
are likely to be replaced by the new’tankers. “The Kuwaiti fleet is 
carrying 60 per cent of the errantry’s ofl products and 30 per cent 
on cruae ofl output,” Badr said. “It’s the biggest ml tanker fleet in 
the region and among the member states of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries.” He predicted a' sharp rise hi. 
cost of transporting ofl in die next raw years because of an 
expected increase in world demand and limit ed tanker capacity. 


Argentina clears investment climate 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Foreign investors no longer need 
government approval to set up plants and factories, and last week 
were guaranteed toe right to take profits out of Argentina. Both 
measures were part of a decree signed by President Carlos 
Menem, whose government is seeking to attract foreign fluids to 
develop the ofl industry and buy state assets such as the railroad, 
airline and telephone company. The government hopes to attract 
$12 to $15 billion in die ofl sector alone during the next five years, 
Menem said. 


Peruvian inflation reaches 992% 


LIMA (AP) — The g o ver nm ent said prices rose 25.1 per cent in 
August, nearly equal July’s rate of 24.6 per cent. The lowest 
monthly rate reported by toe government t jhis year was June’s 
23*.l per cent. April’s 48.6 per cent was the year’s highest. The 
figures showed that the accumulated inflation rate so far this year 
is 992.6 per cent. The government of President Alan Garcia has 
in stitute d a number of austerity packages since September aimed' 
-at ratting tbegrowth of the government deficit, which critics say is 
fDeflmg inflation. Id June, the government began a series of opf 
per' cent daily devaluations of toe currency, toe inti, against the 
U.S. dollar to stabilise exchange rates and slow inflation. The 
government recently injected 500 bfliion intis, about $170 million, 
into the economy to stimulate production, but-critics have warned 
toe action will produce another surge in hyperinflation. In 1988 
Pent’s inflation rate was 1,722 per cent 


if 5 ALWAYS A PLEASURE 
TO TALK WITH A WORLD 
FAMOUS ATTORNEY.. 


"Breakfast is the most important 
meat of the day! Go put 
on a tie!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hem Arnold and Bob Lae 



AS YOl) LOOK BACK UPON 
A LONG ANP DISTINGUISHED 
CAREER,WHAT UJ0ULP YOU SAY 
WAS THE MOST 6RAHFYJN6 
CASE YOU EVER WON? 


Unecrambte these four Jumbles, 
one leder to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




IF YOU WERE A GOOD 
PROVIDER WE COULD , 
MOVE TO A NICER. 
neighborhood! y 


r o.K. i'll 
LOOK FORA 
PLACE IN THE 
„ MORNING! 


THE RESTAURANT 
ACROSS FROM THE 
THEATER WAS ALWAYS 
PACKEP BECAUSE THE 
PLAT WAS STRICTLY 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested fay the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles COACH ANKLE NUTHA DEVOUR 


Answer The best way to tell a woman’s age b when 
she's this—NOT AROUND 
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WORLD CUP BRIEFS 

SPAIN DRAWS WITH HUNGARY; Spain seemed the point they 
needed to reach the World Cap finals on Wednesday with a 2-2draw 
aghast Hungary “their European group six qualifying tie. Julio 
Sa&ias and Midrel Gonzalez Mit Spain in the driving seat with goak 
m tnc JlSt an d 3otfa nnnntcs. But two strikes by Hungarian defender 
Atffla Pmtcr m the 41st and 83rd minutes levelled the scores and .the 
Spaniards were forced to hang on desperately in die dosing stages. 
The result took Spain to toe top of their five-team group with ‘il 
paints from seven matches, one point ahead of Inland. Hungary 
we re, l eft trailing in third place with eight points from their seven 
matches. 

DENMARK BEATS ROMANIA: Denmark moved within sight of I 
a peace rnnext year's World Cup soccer finals on Wednesday when 
they .stormed to a 34) victory over Romania. Two goals in the 
opmung half-hour put the Danes on top as they swept toe Ro manians 
asde on their way to a victory which lifis them a point clear at the top 
of European group one. Denmark now requires only a point from 
their fin a l match against R omania in Bucharest next month to clinch 
their place in Italy next mimww 

YUGOSLAVIA WINS AGAINST NORWAY: Yugoslavia, re¬ 
duced to 10 men after only 13 minutes, still completed the fifth win of 
their World Cup European group five soccer qualifying progr amme 
when, they beat Norway 1-0. m an undistinguished match, the 
Yugoslavs, who last month secured their place in next year's finals, 
scored toe game’s only goal from the penalty spot in the 45th rntn nte 
thi Odgfa midfielder Faruk Hadzib c g ic. Turkish referee Yusuf N em ng- 
hi had earlier sent off Memmed Bazdarevic in toe 13th minute when 
the Yugoslav midfielder spat in his face after disputing a decision. 
Nemogm calmly produced the zed card but Norway threw away their 
advantage in the second half wben tbeir full-back Gunnar Halle afco 
received his marching orders. Halle departed after 57 minutes after 
brutally backing down Yugoslavia’s Paris Saint-Germain winger 
Zlatko Vujovic. Referee NemoghTs hectic evening continued when 
he disallowed a goal by- Norway’s Jan Age Fjoertoft in the 31st 
minute because of a foul on Yugoslav goalkeeper Tonrisiav Ivkovic. 


.HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


GOREN BRIDGE 

BY CHARLES OOftEN 
AND OHM SHARIF 

G1M Titan Itadta Bndca*. Inc. 

A TIME FOB EVERYTHING 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 



* A7 

O A K 10842 

0 754 

* 93 

WEST 

EAST 

* 6 

* J 10 9 2 

0 65 

9 J 973 

OX 10 932 OQI 
* 0 10852 ♦ J 7 4 


SOUTH • 


* KQ8543 

V Q 

OAK 

* Altf 

The biddings 

Neath 

Eut Sentfc Watt 

1 9 

Pan' 1 * Pan 

2 

to 3 * Pei* 

4 * 

Pa* 6 NT Fat* 

Eh* 

Pass 

■ Qpemn* lead: jack ofr<y .-- 


If you are suing to- bid Eke a 
hmanc. you had better be aMe to 
play like a grain*—or dse be a very 
wealthy man. Sooth’s bidding on 
this band fived op ta the first catego¬ 
ry—six spades would have been an 
boo-dad contract—bat Ins play (fid 
not come anywhere near the second. 

Why Sooth elected to play six no 
tramp rather than the ice-cold con¬ 
tract of six spades is beyond us. 


Even with a 4-1 trump split, the 
latter contract depends only on the 
hand with the long trumps having at 
least two hearts. 

Declarer wasted do time in going 
down in his slam. He won the open¬ 
ing diamond IwH in hand, MtiMd 

the queen of hearts and crossed to 
the ace of spades. Next, he tried to 
split out the hearts by the 

ace-king. When the suit didn't run, 
he went after spades. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, that son also broke badly. Since 
declarer had to concede a spade to 
Fikt, that defender was able to 
a heart trick for down one. 

' Had declarer stopped to count his 
tricks, he might have: uncovered the 
safe rente to 12 aides. With four 
min or-snit nicks and three in 
hearts, be needed only five tricks 
fiom the spade suit. Therefore, af- 
ttrwUnhtg the ©paring lead dedar- • 
er should have cashed the qtieen of 
hearts and then ducked a spade! The 
defenders can do declarer no harm. 

. Suppose East wins the spade and 
reverts to diamonds- Declarer wins, 
crosses to the ace of spades and 
takes the ace-king of hearts, dis¬ 
carding bis minor-suit losers. He 
can get back to his hand with a dub, 
and the rest of the tricks are his. 


THE Daily Crossword,, 


Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Chicago 
local* 

5 PIM With 
P*a 

10 Ancient 
ki n gdom 
14 Atlanta 


15 Con - 
» Water pot 
17 Ubrart*n*s 
atatomanf? 

20 Mg’* pad 

21 Haraldle band 

22 Shothotm 

23 Woodwind 

24 Gripping tool 
20 Som* a n ge ls 
22 Far from nova! 

53 Tad late* 

34 OM CM 

35 Mwjhtef a land 
38 PwaWon 

38 Bum th* 
midnight ofl 

39 Whip 

40 Around: prat. 

41 Beach 

42 go by" 
(Brooks) 

48 fflvar to tha 

Ubangi 

47 Harvest 

48 Powdar baae 

50 Lasa 

51 Cut wood 

54 Grin and baar 
it 

55 Maebu Phxtiu 
land 

58 FBI wWi ]oy 
80 Stab 
SI Andant 
hotnanaot 
62 FruB 

83 Was Indebted 

DOWN 

1 Dapffmtioo 

2 Leas* aot 

3 Just 

4 —eyad 
(drank) 

5 Synthetic 


C tflM THMM Uadta Swvksaa, fne. 

MRUMaHasanM 

Yaattntsy'i Paah Sohrwfc 

7 Pwu da — 

S Stammering 


>8A«4. 

10 Liquefied 

11 Ya — Shoppe 

12 Be verages 

13 Prescription 

18 Prized person? 

19 Evicts . 

23 Paarl Buok 
heroins 

24 Conceited 

25 Vexed 

28 Vaughan of 

M yna 

27 Vacoons 

28 Unadorned 

29 Blunder 

30 Brings up 

31 Random 
amotmf 

32 Hack post 
38 Betray 

37 Appte or 
dotbas 


nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
mna nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnon nnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnn nnn 
nnnnnn nrannnnnn 
nnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


40 Portion 

41 Play lor tin* 

43 Brimstooa 

44 “Vais* —” 

45 World — 

48 Mon. follower 
48 Hairdo 


8 Egg dish 


38 Young tallow 50 Insect 


51 — lob 

52 Land unit 

53 Noxious 
plant 

54 Brian sg 

55 Buttons 

56 Ladng gp. 
67 ConcaK 


Lendl moves into 
Australian semifianls 


SYDNEY, Australia (R)—Ivan 
Lendl, the world’s top-r anke d 
player, blasted his way past the 
lackluster challenge, of unseeded 
Swede Thomas Hogstedt Friday 
night to advance to the semifinals 
of the $492,500 Australian indoor 
te nnis championship. 

Lendl, who is seeking his third 
win in toe event, out-played Hog¬ 
stedt 6-2, 6-2 to maintain his 

record of not having dropped a 
set. 

He now faces in-Conn Swede 
NIklas Kroon in Saturday’s 
second semifinal of toe 32-draw 
Nabisco grand prix too mam ent. 

Kroon staged a remarkable re¬ 
covery, and saved three match 
points, on bis way to a 0-6, 7-5, 
7-6 (8-6) win over Australian 
left-hander Mark Woodforde. 

It was a repeat of his win over 
Woodforde in the final of last 
week’s Queensland open tourna¬ 
ment in Brisbane. 

The other semifinal Saturday 
will feature unseated Swede Lars 
Wahlgren against his roommate 
for the past week, Australian 
teen-ager Johan Anderson. 

Wahlgren, who was consider¬ 
ing quitting tennis because he 
wasn't making any money, stun¬ 


ned defending champion Slobo¬ 
dan Zivojinovic of Yugoslavia 
6-3, 7-6 (7-2) to advance to the 
■semis. 

Anderson, 18, beat fellow Au¬ 
stralian Jason Stoltenberg 6-3, 
-6-3. 

Wahlgren, ranked just 222nd in 
toe world, reached the last four of 
a grand prix tournament for the 
first time. He has only ever made 
it past the first round twice be¬ 
fore. 

Wahlgren, a powerful but pa¬ 
tient basehner, hit a succesa on of 

fine passing shots to OQSt fifth 
seeded Zrvojinovicm a tight one- 
hour, 25-minute straggle. 

Zivojinovic, angered by the 
loss, smashed two rackets at the 
conclusion of the contest and was 
fined $500 by grand prix super¬ 
visor Bill Gihnoar. 

Lendl said he would need to be 
cautions against Kroon, who 
showed great grit in his kmg 
struggle with Woodforde. 

“He has been playing well and 
winning dose matches,” Lendl 
said. “TO need to play well.” 

Lendl has played exceptionally 
well in his three matches to date, 
dropping a total of only 12 z?mes. 

Kroon looked dejected afte± 


World chess championship: 
Yusupov overcomes Karpov 


LONDON (AP) — Artur Yusu¬ 
pov scored a 37-move victory 
over feSow Soviet Anatoly Kar¬ 
pov in toe fifth round of toe world 
che ss championship candidates ’ 
semifinal on Thursday to level the 
match at 2.5-2.5. 

In a frantic tune scramble. 
Yusupov, playing white, sudden¬ 
ly unleashed a dramatic bishop 
sacrifice that tied black’s pieces 
up in knots and won Karpov’s 
queen seven moves later. 

When Karpov resigned, the au¬ 
dience in toe Sadler’s wells ballet 
theater rose for a standing ova¬ 
tion punctuated with cheers and 
cries of ‘'bravo.” 

“It was a finely godlike per¬ 
formance. Really courageous,” 
said international master 
Jonathan Tisdall. 

“I’ve never been so excited 
watching the end of a game,” 
«rriani) wI British gr andmas ter 
Nigerl Short. “Fantastic. What a 
glorious move.” 

Karpov, 38, held tire world 
chant pioinship xrown for 10 years 
until 1985 ana h was widely pre¬ 
dicted he would crush his 29-year- 
old opponent in the eight-game 
contest. 

Asked if his man would now 
win the match, Yusopov’s chief 
second, Soviet international mas¬ 
ter Mark Dvoretsky replied,” he 
will try.” 


The winner of the candidates 
cyde will challenge world cham¬ 
pion Gaxri Kasparov for his title 

berl^X^The winning^emifmaL 
ists will face off in the candidates’ 
final yiCTt March. 

A win scores one point and a 
draw a hlf. 

In the other s emifinal , Jon 
Speeiman of En gland took a 
timeout Thursday postponing his 
seventh game against Dntch 
grandmaster Jan Ttmman until 
Saturday. With two games re¬ 
maining, Ttmman ka& 3-5-2.5. 

Karpov’s problems began early 
in the opening, when a faulty 
fourth move let Yusupov gain an 
enduring positional edge. 

Several commentators said 
Karpov had suffered a lapse of 
memory. 

Karpov has “a memory like a 
sieve, that’s all,” said Gennady 
Sosonko, a Dutch grandmaster 
who emigrated from the Soviet 
Union In 1971 and is on good 
. terms with. the .former, world 
champion. _ 

Yusupov-entrenched a knight 
on a fine outpost in the centre of 
the board, which he later re¬ 
placed with a bishop. 

But Karpov battled his way 
out, and by the 22nd move, ex¬ 
perts were predicting toe game 
would end in a draw. 


-APARTMENT FOR RENT- 

Second floor, consisting of three bedrooms, two salons, 
dining room, three bathrooms, two verandas, independent 
central heating, telephone, water well, lift, intercom, a 
building guard. Location: In an excellent area in 
Shmeisani. 

Pis. call 664544. 


Deluxe furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, modem 
kitchen, L-salon, colour TV, telephone, central heating, inter- 
come & vedeo. 

Location: Jabal Amman, quiet residential & safe area, 3rd Circle. 
Also 2 small bedrooms unfurnished available. 

Call: TeL: 641345, 

From 8 to 10 a.m„ 4 to 8 pjn. Friday/all day. 


WANTED 

SECONDHAND SGBTYPE 
SCAFFOLDING/FORMWORK 
MATERIAL 
ANY SIZE PACKAGE 
. CONSIDERED 
TOP PRICES OFFERED! 

CONTACT MIKE FISK 
SHARJAH, U.A.E. 

TEL. 334870 or 334839 
TELEFAX 331808 




Agreement against drugs 
becomes multinational 


Ivan Lendl 

winning only six points in the first 
set against Woodforde and trail¬ 
ing 4-2 in the second, but fought 
back magnificently. 

“Tm very confident these days 
and I'm winning the tight match¬ 
es,” Kroon said. 

The tournament concludes 
Sunday. 

Wahlgren, who has spent five 
years as a professional ranked 
between 200 and 300 on toe 
computer, expects to rise to ab¬ 
out 130 as a result of his victories 
in toe tournament. He already is 
assured of a career-high paycheck 
of $19,875 for reaching the semis. 

Ajax suspension 
cut to one year 

GENEVA (AP) — Enrope’s soc- 
cer authority Friday cat to one 
year the suspension from Euro¬ 
pean competition imposed on 
Ajax Amsterdam, the three-rime 
European champion, because a 
young fan t hr ew a piece of steel 
fence at a visiting team’s goal¬ 
keeper. 

Am appeals panel of the Union 
of European Football Associa¬ 
tions ruled, however, that after 
end of tiie ban Ajax must [day its 
next three European Cup games 
in a stadinm at least 100 
kilometre from Amsterdam. 

Ajax is the first Dutch chib to 
be banned since the European 
Cup began in 1956. The suspen¬ 
sion applies to toe next season in 
which Ajax would qualify for 
European competition, not simp¬ 
ly the next year. 

UEFA’s control and disciplin¬ 
ary co mmi ttee had banned the 
Dntch for two years on Ocl 5 and 
disqualified them from this sea¬ 
son’s tournament. 

The ruling applied to the Sept. 
27 second-leg ,first-round game 
against Austria Vienna, which 
•was abandoned because of the 
fan violence, a first in European 
dob competition. 

A five-member appeals panel 
of the Union of European Foot¬ 
ball Associations, beaded by 
Swiss jurist Leon Straessle, issued 
the final verdict after testimony 
from Swiss referee Bruno Galler, 
a UEFA match observer, Ajax 
officials and a Dntch Soccer Fed¬ 
eration lawyer. 


MOSCOW (AP) — The war 
against drags in sports rages on, 
and top administrators believe 
that with the commitment of 
everyone involved in the cam¬ 
paign, they at last may be gaining 
the upper hand. 

Out-of-competition checks, a 
< pjp >Kn g drive towards multina¬ 
tional cross-testing of athletes 
and «»n« for formal anti-doping 
education in schools were three 
of the anti-druM proposals that 
emerged from toe second world 
conference on anti-doping in 
sports, which ended Thursday. 

As the 181 ddegates from 31 
countries left for home, plans 
immediately began for another 
mcpfing in Europe next month to 
discuss the expansion of a U.S.- 
Soviet agreement on cross- 
testing. 

Five countries agreed in Mos¬ 
cow to join toe revolutionary 
programme and U.S. officials 
ga jri they would be meeting soon 
with counterparts from Canada, 
West Germany, Italy, Bulgaria 
and Gtechoslavakia, in an 
attempt to widen the cheat-catch¬ 
ing net. 

Baaron Fittinger, executive 
director of the U.S. Olympic 
Committee, said the sudden in¬ 
ternational interest in bilateral 
cross-testing was a huge boost in 
the worldwide campaign against 
the culprits. 

“This will tom the bilateral 
agreement into a multinational 


agreement,” he said. “We want 
to get the broadest posable prog¬ 
ramme planned and im¬ 
plemented. It win provide real 
momentum.” 

“The more countries that are 
involved, the more effective 
programme we’ll have,” Phtinger 
said. 

‘ The U.S. Olympic chief said 
the agreement with the Soviets 
would be implemented sometime 
next year. Laboratory technicians 
from both the United States and 
the Soviet Union already have 
spent several weeks in each 
other's country to familiari se 
themselves with respective testing 
techniques, he said. 

“We want to make sure that 
when we begin the programme 
people will be comfortable within 
the areas that they are working,” 
Pittinger said. “The co-operation 
with toe Russians has so far been 
oatstanding. I’ve been in a lot 
more difficult negotiations with 
people in my own country.” 

Pittinger said there was still 
much work to be done before the 
cross-testing could start. But 
most it was within his own 
country. 

' “We have to have agreements 
with all of our national (sports) 
governing bodies to participate in 
toe programme but I don’t think 
those are going to be difficult,” 
be told the Associated Press. 
“We also need consent from toe 


athletes themselves. These have 
to be agreed before cross-testing 
can begin.” 

Dr. Ralph Hale, chairman of 
the USOCs games preparation 
committee, said he hadn’t ex¬ 
pected so many nations to join 
the bandwagon so soon. 

“The surprise is the enthusiasm 
and bow people are jumping into 
something that is not really for¬ 
malised yet,” he said. “It's a pood 
idea. Most good ideas, intelligent 
people like to adopt.” 

UndeT toe bilateral agreement, 
the Ame ricans and Soviets can 
request up to 100 tests per year 
during out-of-competition 
periods at up to 48 hours’ notice. 
Presently, the agreement expires 
in December, 1992, but is ex¬ 
pected to be renewed for at least 
another four years. 

During their talks in Moscow, 
the U.S. and Soviet Olympic de¬ 
legations made four amendments 
to the agreement, signed here 11 
months ago. The key change was 
the insistence by both sides that 
no athlete may be tested more 
than three times per year. 

“For years, there had been a 
lot of distrust,” Hale said. “We 
want to make sure the athlete 
trusts toe programme, otherwise 
it would be destroyed immediate¬ 
ly. We’d have a rebellion. Putting 
in this danse protects the top 
athletes in particular from harass¬ 
ment.” 


Sh rivertakes the Soviet time light 


MOSCOW (AP) — The fine of 
questioning was not quite what 
Pam Shriver was used to. 

What food do you like eating? 

“Anything — where do you 
recommend?” 

What profession do yon want 
to take up after tennis? 

“Maybe broadcasting.'’ 

When was the last time yon 
visited the theatre, how long each 
year do you stay at home, what is 
your home actually like? 

Shriver tried to answer them all 
in her usual bubbly way, and 
threw in a joke or two as well. 

“If I bold my serve and stay 
away from the vodka, HI be 
ojkay,” she said. 

Later, the 27-year-old Amer¬ 
ican, top seed at the tost profes¬ 
sional tennis tournament in the 
Soviet Union, wasn’t sure she'd 
said toe right thing. 


“Fm not sure if they appreci¬ 
ated the joke about toe vodka,” 
Shriver said. “Guess I have to 
watch what 1 say until I’ve been 
here a while.” 

Although she hasn’t won a 
singles title all year, Shriver still is 
ranked 11th in the world and 
could have been forgiven for pas¬ 
sing up this event, a minor 
tournament by the standards of a 
top player, offering only $17,000 
to toe winner. 

But it was one she badly 
wanted. 

“Hie way I’ve been playing, it 
needed something special or I 
might well have taken a rest,” 
Shriver said Wenesday. “But it’s 
very seldom on the tour that you 
get an event that stands out Fd 
have come here limping if neces¬ 
sary.” 

Shriver came through her first 


FOR RENT 

Luxury furnished apt Area 350m 2 , consisting of three bedrooms, 
two salons, 3 balconies, separate tel. and central heating. 
Location: in front of the American School gate. Between Seventh 
and Eighth Circles. 

Contact tel. 842428-813249, Amman. 


round match at the $100,000 Vir¬ 
ginia dims event with a 6-2, 6-2 
victory over Louise Field of Au¬ 
stralia. It was a rare easy win for 
toe American, whose season has 
been dogged by poor form and a 
split from her long-time doubles 
partner, Martina Navratilova. 

Until two weeks ago, Shriver 
had been scheduled only to play 
doubles in Moscow but joined the 
singles draw, giving the tourna¬ 
ment a vital boost, because she 
needed match practise. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
EORRENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdourv and many other 
location?. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 
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A DELUXE ROOF FOR RENT 

Luxury furnished, 2 bedrooms, big salon and living 
room. Fully equipped kitchen. Private telephone, 
central heating. Surrounded by a terrace. Annual 
rent. 

Location in Shmeisani. 

Please call 662871 from 4-8 p.m. 
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CINEMA TODAY 
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• on Monday i6no at 8 p.m 

AUTOUR DE MINUIT i987 

by Bertrand TAVERNIER 


i on Tuesday 17/10 at a p m. 

CONSEIL DE FAMILLE i9S7 

by CQSTA-GAVRAS 

► on Wednesday 18/10 at e p m. 

ELSA, ELSA 1988 

by Didier HAUDEP1N 
»on Thursday 19/10 atepm. 

LA MAISON ASSASSINEE i 98 b 

by Georges LAUTNER 


at the 

ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 


The films are subtitled in Arabic 

Tickets price: -1 J.D (% price for students) 
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East Germans loaded into army vehicles after being arrested week in tbe worst protests since 1953 


East German leaders 


debate reforms 


EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
East German Communist Party 
chief Erich Hooecker met the 
heads of four small allied parties 
Friday to discuss the country's 
emerging movement for political 
change, tbe official news agency 
‘ADN said. 

It gave no immediate details 
about the talks on “current tasks 
in the further formation of the 
developed socialist society in East 
Germany.'' 

Some of the heads of the four 
parties — the Liberal'Democrats, 
Christian Democrats, National 
Democrats and Peasants — have 
become increasingly outspoken in 
their calls for reform in the hard¬ 
line Communist state. 

Faced with the most serious 
unrest since a workers’ uprising 
was crushed in 1953, the ruling 
politburo announced Wednesday 
it was ready to discuss ways to 
make society more attractive 
without shifting away from the 
fundamentals of the socialist sys¬ 
tem built up over 40 years. 

ADN said it would report in 
more detail on the party chiefs’ 
talks in East Berlin. 

Manfred Geiiach, head of tbe 


Liberal Democrats, has been par¬ 
ticularly forthright in his com¬ 
ments about breaking with tradi¬ 
tional policies and introducing 
fresh ideas to encourage people 
to stay rather than emigrate or 
flee to the West. 

Honecker, 77, has until now- 
stuck rigidly to his resistance to 
reform and diplomats believe tbe: 
leadership's careful but nonethe¬ 
less dramatic shift in stance indi¬ 
cates his power base is not as 
strong as it was. 

In an internal Communist Par¬ 
ty position paper obtained by tbe 
Associated Press, party leaders 
said “open and hidden enemies of 
the socialist order" could create a 
mass movement at odds with the 
socialist government. 

“Any association with such 
opposition groups would hart the 
further development of social¬ 
ism,” the position paper said. 

The document was directed 
primarily at the opposition group 
New Forum, which has advocated 
free elections, greater openness 
in society and a free press. 

It said New Forum’s platform 
was “aimed at destroying the 
leadership role of the Socialist 


Society” and accused the group 
of being made up of “enemies of 
the socialist order.” 

On Thursday, the chief ideo¬ 
logue of the Communist Party, 
Kurt Hager, indicated the opposi¬ 
tion movement would be ex¬ 
cluded from any discussions ab¬ 
out political reform. 

Hager said during a visit to 
Moscow the East German gov¬ 
ernment would consider changes 
following the departure of tens of 
thousands of citizens to the West 
and the most widespread public 
demonstrations since 1953. 

But his reference to possible 
talks with public organisations, 
church groups and other social 
forces did .not appear to include 
the opposition. 

“If they want to question our 
soda! Older, then that’s not a basis 
for discussion^,’’ said Hager, who 
was in Moscow for the opening of 
a cultural exhibition. 

East Germany’s Co mmunis t 
government routinely has ac¬ 
cused the major opposition 
groups of trying to undermine 
socialism. 

The future of Honecker, mean¬ 
while, remained a subject of 


widespread speculation. Party 
sources have said influential 
members of the rating politburo 
are upset over the way the 77- 
year-old Honecker has responded 
to the unrest 

Party sources said he had been 
asked to provide a report on the 
“critical situation” of the nation 
before the end of this week. 

West Germany’s mass-drcula- 
tioa Bfld newspaper, (paring un¬ 
identified Communist Party 
sources, reported Thursday that 
Honecker would be replaced Oct 
18. 

Soviet President hfikhafl Gor¬ 
bachev visited East Berlin last 
weekend to help East Germany 
celebrate its 40th anniversary and 
reportedly urged Honecker to 
undertake reforms. 

Lutheran church sources- in 
East Berlin said late Thursday 
that officials in Leipzig were 
preparing to give amnesty to peo¬ 
ple arrested in protests. 

Tb*e politburo promised 
Wednesday to examine the 
causes of the protests and the 
recent exodus of mostly young, 
skilled East Germans to the 
West. 


Americans, German win science Nobel 


SOTCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) 
— Four American scientists 
and a West German won Nobel 
Prizes in physics and chemistry 
Thursday for discoveries which 
have given the world exact 
measurement of time and 
could help explain tbe origins 
of life. 

Canadian-born Sidney Alt¬ 
man, of Yale University, and 
Thomas Cech. of the Universi¬ 
ty of Colorado in Boulder, 
were awarded the chemistry 
prize for their “discovery of 
catalytic properties of RNA.” 

Bertil Andersson, a member 
of the Nobel committee of the 
Royal Swedish Academy of 
Sciences, said their work has 
forced “the rewrite of whole 
chapters” in chemistry tex¬ 
tbooks and could help under¬ 
stand how life began. 

It changed dogmas on how 
cells function, he said. 

The discovery will also 
“probably provide a new tool 
for gene technology, with 
potential to create a new de¬ 
fence against viral infections" 
and virus-resistant plants, the 
academy said. 


Norman F. Ramsey, 74, of 
Harvard University, was 
awarded half of the physics 
prize for inventing a method 
for measuring time that is the 
basis for the present standard 
of time. 

Since 1967, time has been 
measured according to oscilla¬ 
tions within the atom, rather 
than by the rotation of the' 
earth, based on Ramsey’s dis¬ 
covery. 

An atomic clock using 
cesium deviates by just 1,000th 
of a second in 300 years, said 
Ingvar Lindgren, chairman of 
the awarding committee. 

German-tarn Hans G. De- 
hmelt, 67, of the University of 
Washington in Seattle, and 
Wolfgang Paul, 76, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Bonn, West Ger¬ 
many shared the second half of 
tbe 5469,000 physics prize for 
developing ways of trapping 
particles to study them with 
extreme precision. 

The academy said they had 
realised “a long-felt dream” of 
scientists in the field. 

The three physics laureates 
“have developed exact 


methods of measurement 
which has made it possible to 
conduct experiments that 
might force us to reconsider 
some basic physical laws, espe¬ 
cially regarding time and 
space,” said Lindgren. 

Paul, who heard the news on 
his car radio, joked later that 
his ion trap was an invention* 
“to measure every speck of 
dust.’ 

“This is a surprise for me. I 
never saw, myself, the practic¬ 
al relevance of it,” Paul said. 

Ramsey, reached at his Mas¬ 
sachusetts home, told the AP, 
“It feels great. Tm just delight¬ 
ed, and I'm delighted with the 
people with whom I’m sharing 
the prize." Cech, 41, reached 
in Boston, said, “I am obvious¬ 
ly excited about it. It was 
'something that everyone has 
been telling me would happen, 
but I had no way of knowing 
■when.” 

Asked abont his plans for his 
half of tbe prize money, he 
said, “I have two young daugh¬ 
ters who are very good at 
spending money.” 

Altman, 50, reached in New 


Haven, Connecticut, said, 
“I'm very happy. Pm very 
grateful to all my colleagues.' 

Ramsey developed a way to 
study tbe stru c tur e of atoms by 
exciting them to different ener¬ 
gy levels using two oscillating 
electromagnetic fields. 

That led to the development 
of the hydrogen maser, a laser¬ 
like device that excites hyd¬ 
rogen atoms and provided the 
most detailed determination of 
their internal structure. 
Another application was the 
cesium atomic dock, in which 
cesium atoms are excited to 
higher levels. 

Dehmelt and Paul were rec¬ 
ognised for the development of 
tile technique for trapping 
single ions — electrically 
charged atoms — according to 
their weight. These “ion traps” 
could in the future provide 
even more exact time measure¬ 
ment, Lindberg said. 

To win the chemistry award, 
Cech and Altman showed in¬ 
dependently that RNA, or 
ribonucleic acid, could be a 
catalyst, or trigger, for chemic¬ 
al reactions in the cell. 


<U.S. Congress partly to 


blame for Panama fiasco* 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Intelli¬ 
gence sources say Congress is 
to Maine for U.S. inaction 
last week’s failed Panama- 
because lawmakers 
at least one covert ac¬ 
tion for which President George. 
Bush sought clearance. 

Members of the House Intelti- 


by American intervention,” 
BlackwiU said during a speech at 
Wichita State University in 


in a way that proved 


man 


the Bush admuustratioa 
from exercising certain rasped- 
fied options in Panama 'That 
might have led to a different 
outcome” in the coup, said to 
intelligence sources who spoke 
Thursday on condition of anony¬ 
mity. 

“The reason we didn't have 
total information (as the coup 
unfolded) was because of the 
action or some members of the 
intelligence committee,” said one 
source. 

There was “interference” and 
“second-guessing” when the 
administration proposed a set of- 
actions designed to give it better 
inside knowledge of the Panama¬ 
nian defence forces, the'source 
said. 

Also Thursday, the Bush admi¬ 
nistration denied General Manu¬ 
el Antonio Noriega’s allegation 
the United States paid $1 million 
to rebel officers to launch last 
week’s'failed coup. 

And a National Security Coun¬ 
cil waff member, Robert Black- 
will, said tiie coup plotters indi¬ 
cated they didn’t want U.S. help. 

“Indeed, they said they didn’t 
wish for their effort to be tainted 


The Bosh administration has' 
said U.S. officials were notifiedin 
advance' by P anamani ans in¬ 
volved in the attempted coup, but 
(fid not May a part m planning it 

The intelligence sources said 
the Bush a daanct ra ticm notified 
Congress earlier this year of op¬ 
tions involving Panama in an in- 
“finding”, a document 
required to be given to Congress 
■ before covert actions are under-. 
taken - 

Some of the kindest criticism of 
Bush’s handling of the Oct 3 
coup attempt against Noriega by. 
rebel officers has come from 
members of Congress, including' 
senate Intelligence Committee 

rhaiq nfln David BOrtSD, a fflCJU: 

bar of the opposition Democratic 
Party. 

But House minority leader 
Robert Michel, a Republican, 
without menrin nin g names, said 
Thursday that there is “plenty in 
the (classified) record... to know 
that some of these people are 
going far beyond what they’ve got 
the right to say about the adxni- 
nistration’s requests in the past, 
.what was grained and what was 
denied.” 


‘U.S. delayed help* 


The widow of the officer who 
led the failed coup said U.S. 
officials were notified erf the 
attempt, agreed to help, but then 


Adela Bonilla de Giroldi, 36, 
took refuge at a U.Si base in 
Panama during the coup attempt 
and infer fled the country. Her 
husband. Major Moises Giroldi 
was executed by Noriega loyal¬ 
ists, she said. 

In an interview Thursday; 
Giroldi said that Oct. 1, two days 
before the attempted coup, she 
bad a friend arrange a meeting 
with a U.S. army colonel to in¬ 
form him of the plan and ask for 
help in isolating Noriega’s down¬ 
town headquarters. 

“What my husband wanted was 
for them to overfly (Panamanian) 
air force bases ... so that no one 
could leave,” she said. “And also 
to dose off the roads” around the 
headquarters. 

The 'colonel made arrange¬ 
ments with two dvflian-dad U.S. 
officials, who then met privately 
with her husband, she said. “He 
told me there were no problems,' 
we were going ahead, and that 
everything would turn out well.” 

The U.S. officials gave her 
husband a telephone number, she 
said, telling Mm to call them any 
time during the coop to request 
help. 

But during the abortive coup, 
when tbe rebels seized temporary 
control of the headquarters and 
allegedly imprisoned Noriega, 
her husband's ally, Captain Javier 
licona, got few results, when he 
dialed the phone number, she 
said. 


Palme murder suspect 
celebrates court decision 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 
Homs after a Swedish court over¬ 
turned Christcr Pettersson’s con¬ 
viction in the tailing of Prime 
Minister Olof Palme, Petteisson 
was drinking liquor playing 
cards at his suburban home. 

He said he felt sorry for the 
mime minis ter’s widow, Lisbeth 
Palme, the chief witness against 

him 

Palme, a four-term prime 
minster and prominent interna¬ 
tional figure active in socialist 
causes and nuclear disannanent, 
was shot from behind at dose 
range Feb. 28,1986, as he walked 
borne from a late movie in down¬ 
town Stockholm with Ms wife. 

The Svea Appeals Court threw 
out a split July conviction in 
district court for the shooting. 
Not long after, the 42-year-old 
Pettersson came home to Ms 
apartment at northern Stockholm 
suburb Rotebro, almost as if no¬ 
thing had happened. 

In Pettersson’s trial, Mrs. 
Palme testified she was “100 per 
cent” certain that he was the 
gunman. That unequivocal state¬ 
ment means she could not testify 
against anyone else accused of 
the crime, according to legal ex¬ 
perts. 


Many Swedes contend the in¬ 
vestigation was bungled and de¬ 
spair that the a&assin win ever be 
caught. 


Pettersson, who has a long 
record of crimes here including 
second-degree minder and armed_ 
robberies, is an admitted abuser 
of alcohol and drugs. He carried a 
bag of liquor and wine bottles. 

Brushing aside a seme of re¬ 
porters and photographers 
thronging outside the apartment, 
Pettersson said he woukTexplam 
how he felt at a news conference 
he and Ms lawyer scheduled for 
Friday. He then entered the door 
of a neighbour who had taken 
care of Ms black cat in his long 
absence. 


The appeals court said in a 
unanimous ruling there wasn’t 
enough evidence to convict Mm 
for me crime that traumatised 
Sweden. 

Pettersson maintained Ms inno¬ 
cence throughout Ms sensational 
trial. Sentenced to life in prison in 
lower court, chiefly on tbe testi¬ 
mony of lisbeth Palme, he had 
been in solitary confinement 
since Ms arrest. 

*Tm surprised. I never-really 
believed I would be acquitted. 


although I am innocent,” Petters¬ 
son said directly after Ms release, 
according to Ms lawyer. 

After a few hours in the neigh¬ 
bour's apartment, where repor¬ 
ters outside could catch a glimpse 
of Mm playing cards at a table 
with several liquor and wine bot¬ 
tles, he Was a bit more talkative. 

: Speaking through a ventilator, 
he said of lisbeth Pahne, who. 
was brushed by a bullet when her 
hushahd was killed and who twice 
pointed out' Pettersson with 
“absolute certainly” in court: 

“Perhaps, as time goes by, she 
will realise she did not make such 
sharp observations after alL I feel 
deeply for her. Actually my 
lawyer was more angered at her. 
than L She has no reason to be 
afraid of me and it would be fine 
if we could meet some time in the 
future,”’' 

There was no comment avail¬ 
able Thursday from Palme, who 
was reportedly abroad, or her son 
Marten who also was a witness 
for the prosecution. 

Pettersson, who vowed he 
wo«iM not pi into hiding or try to 
shield his identity, said he had not 
thought much yet abont possible 
large damages Ms lawyer is ex¬ 
pected to claim on Ms account. 


Brundtland resigns 


OSLO (R) — Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland 
resigned Friday as head of a 
minority Labour government, 
clearing tbe way for a centre-right 
coalition to take power. 


Brundtland, 50, Norway’s first’ 


Pinball money scandal—the 


latest to tilt Japan politics 


TOKYO (R) — A new influence 
peddling scandal involving tbe 
Japanese pinball industry is thre¬ 
atening to rock Japan's major 
political parties. 

A federation of recreation in¬ 
dustry unions compiled a list of 
more than a hundred parlia¬ 
mentarians from both ruling and 
‘opposition parties who allegedly 
received huge sums of money 
from pinball barons over the past 
five years. 

Japanese newspapers are re¬ 
porting that some of the politi¬ 
cians were receiving funds while 
legislation regulating the 
Japanese pinball industry was 
under debate in parliament, rais¬ 
ing allegations that they ex¬ 
changed money for influence. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
•frfaymni Moriyama ordered all 
cabinet members Friday to search 
campaign fund records for any 
contributions from an industry 


notorious for tax evasion and 
links with organised crime. 

So far at least two cabinet- 
members have confirmed accept¬ 
ance of campaign contributions’ 
from pinball industry representa¬ 
tives. 

The ruling Liberal Democratic. 
Party (LDP) and government of 
Prime Minister Toshilri Kaifu was. 
just beginning to polish a party 
image tainted by previous scan¬ 
dals, two of which brought down 
LDP prime ministers. 

Japanese pinball, or 
“pachinko” is a national passion. 
Devotees cram into crowded, 
smoke-fiUed parlours all over the 
Japan to watch ball-bearings 
bounce down vertical machines in 
hopes that one wili find its way 
into the right hole. / 

Winners turn in jackpot-loads 
of ball-bearings for prizes such as 
pens, toys, cigarettes-and other 
bric-a-brac. These in turn are 


exchanged for cash at nearby 
storefronts which are technically 
illegal. 

The government has bad diffi¬ 
culty taxing the extremely profit¬ 
able industry which raked in 
more than eight trillion yen ($60 
billion) in 1988, according to in¬ 
dustry sources. 

Last summer parliament de¬ 
bated the introduction of prepaid 
cards for pachinko players, which 
would aid the tax process. 


million yen ($775,000) worth in 
contributions. 

But tbe controversy centres 
around nine JSP members who 
allegedly were, paid a total of- 
some 12 million yen ($82,000) to 
represent pachinko interests in 
parliament. 


LDP sources, speaking on con¬ 
dition of anonymity, strongly sug¬ 
gested that the opposition Japan 
Socialist Party (JSP) argued 
against the cards on behalf of the 
industry in exchange for generous 
camp. ign contributions. 


A JSP spokesman at a news 
conference Friday denied die 
allegations about members of his 
party. 

Korean and Chinese minorities 
own more than half the nation's 
15,000 pachinko parlours, and. 
according to the Japanese weekly 
Shukan Bunshun, Korean par¬ 
lour owners provide enormous 
support to communist North 
Korea. 


LDP parliamentarians ironical¬ 
ly were alleged to have taken in 
more money than those of any 
other party. Eighty-four were 
listed as receiving a total of 116 


The JSP, whose high-profile' 
chairwoman Takako Doi is a self- 
described pachinko fanatic, has 
traditionally supported closer ties 
with North Korea. 


woman prime minister, 
handed her government’s res; 
ignation to King Olav at Ms castle 
in central Oslo. 

“It’s best to have the new 
government sorted out quickly,” 
Jan Syse, conservative leader and 
prime minister-elect, told repor¬ 
ters as he arrived at the castle, 
where the king asked him to form 
a government. 

Brundtland forged a reputation 
as an enviro nmental champion 
and fighter for women’s rights 
during three difficult years of 
government. 

Honoured abroad but criticised 


at home, she stamped her author¬ 
ity on Norwegian society and 
helped put the “Green” cause 
onto the international agenda. 

She named Severn other 
women to her cabinet when she 
took power in 1986, claiming it as 
a world record. She also pushed 
through laws to increase materni¬ 
ty leave and build more kmdex- 


Despite the Norway’s worst 
economic recession since World 
War n, Brundtland tried to avoid 
cutting the country’s network of 
social benefits and health care. 

But tiie Norwegian media often 
condemned her domineering and 
hectoring attitude, comparing it 
to the style of her British counter¬ 
part, Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. 

Rarely prepared to admit in 
public that .she is wrong, she 



reacts sharply to criticism and 
those who know her say she has 
an explosive temper. 


Indonesia to pull troops from 
Timor despite freedom protest 


DILI, Indonesia (R) — Inde¬ 
pendence protests during Pope 
John Paul's mass in East Timor 
will have no effect on Indonesian 
plans to puD troops out of tbe 
disputed territory, a well-placed 
military source said Friday. 

“Jakarta has decided it is time 
to scale down. It’s not the kind of 
decision you reverse because of a 
few kids with banners,” said the 
source, who is closely involved in 
the troop presence in tbe territory 
but who asked not to be identi¬ 
fied. 

Witnesses said up to 100 pro¬ 
testers Thursday battled with 
police as the Pope told Indonesia 
to uphold human rights after 
years of death and destruction in 
East Timor where Jakarta's rale 
is still not recognised by the 
United Nations. • 

Vatican spokesman Jaoquin 


Navarro-Vails said die Pope, on a 
five-day visit to Indonesia, had 
not been disturbed by the pro- 


“He did not give it weight,” said 
.Navarro, who put the number of 
demonstratives at onfy about 20. 

■ The protesters, mostly stu¬ 
dents, unfurled banners asking 
for the Pope’s help in ending 

military oppression and giving 
support to foe pro-independence 
Fretilin guerrilla movement 

Fretilin, which has only a few 
hundred guerrillas fighting in the 
Mils, has been a thorn in Jakarta’s 
side since Indonesian troops 
annexed the former Portuguese 
colony in 1975. 

Indonesia’s armed forces. 
moved in after die Portuguese 
hastily left ifemg a conflict in 
which the Fretilin party seemed 
to be defeating pro-Jakarta par¬ 


ties. 

In Lisbon, Fretilin issued a 
.statement saying it was dis¬ 
ced with tee Pope's visit 
had endorsed Indonesian 
efforts to obtain international 
legitimacy for its control. 


- Amnesty International and 
other groups have accused In¬ 
donesia of repeatedly abusing 
human rights. An estimated 
200,000 East Timorese have (fied 
since Indonesian troops swept 
into the lately Catholic territory. 


“It’s true die Indonesian arm y 
is not that dean. But FretOm has 
done its mass killings too,” said 
the military source. 

_ He estimated half the popula¬ 
tion of East Timor were pasrive 
supporters of Fretilin anti other 
anti-Indonesian groups. 



Blast hurls boulder 
through roof of home 


WESTOVER, West Virginia 
(AP)—Susan Louden thought a 
tree bad crashed into the roof of 
her home when she felt-a rumble 
that shook her “right down to the 
filing* in my teeth.” “Boy, was I 
wrong,” Louden said Monday as 
she painted to n. 227-Jrifogramme 
limestone boulder lobbed 
through hex roof by a construo- 
tiou-srte blast The stone lodged 
in the floor of a bedroom shared 
by Louden’s sons, ages eight and 
10. The boys weren’t in the room, 
and nobody was hurt Blasting by 
Workers' preparing a shopping 
mall rite funied the'boulder 100 
metres in the air, and nearly 60 
metres sideways, said Monogalia 
County Sheriffs deputy Sandra 
Bn imri t. A smaller chunk of rock 
ahoi hit the house, she said. 


cheek-to-cheek 
dancing banned 
In Chinese city 


BEIJING (AP) — Cheek-to- 
cheek dancing has been declared 
out of step in the dance halls of 
S henzhen , one of China’s .most 
open cities. The Shenzhen Daily 
newspaper said dose dancing, us¬ 
ing.sexual enticements to attract 
customers and disturbing social 
order are violations of local en¬ 
tertainment regulations. It said 
three dance Nl» recently were 
closed and fined 2,000 yuan 
($540) each for using lewd means 
to solicit customers. The news¬ 
paper said the closures were part 
of a city wide inspection and reor¬ 
ganisation of Shenzhen’s 90 
dance and teahouses. The 
popular dance spots play a posi¬ 
tive role in providing a fulfilling 
cultural life for the masses and 
contributing to the city’s invest¬ 
ment environment, tee paper 
said: But some, it said,, suffer 
from poor management and 
others have been influenced by 
“bourgeois liberalisation,” the 
trend of favouring Western liber¬ 
al thought that is being attacked 
by the Communist Party’s con¬ 
servative leadership. 

I Arbiters of public morals 
generally frown on dose dancing 
and other public displays of affec¬ 


tion. 


'Rite of Spring* 
ballet still shocks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Vaslav 
Nijinsky’s “The Rite of Spring,” 
the revoJutidnay ballet that pro¬ 
voked a riot at its Paris premiere 
76 years ago, is showing the jaded 
world of toe 1980s that it can still 
shock an audience. When the 
Jeffrey Ballet presented its reviv¬ 
al of the long-lost Nijinsky mas¬ 
terpiece, set to Igor Stravinsky’s 
jarringly primitive score, about 
50 spectators stalked silently out 
of the Kennedy Center opera 
house during Friday’s opening- 
might performance. Ch or eographed 
by foe- legendary Nijinsky, the 
ballet received a far more tumnl- 


tnous reception at its theater des 
debut in Paris 


May 29,1913. Then, the audience 
erupted in catcalls, whistles and 
bawling animal sounds When the 
dancers of the ballets Russes de 
Monte Carlo, standing hunched 
and pigeon-toed, began stomping 
obsessively to Stravinsky's fren¬ 
zied rhythms as they carried out 
the ancient Slavic ritual of a 
maiden’s sacrifice for the renewal 
of spring. Fistfigfats broke out, 
dowagers shrieked and impre¬ 
sario Serge Diaghflev was pelted 
.with fruit when he stood in the 
balcony to plead for order. The 
uproar drowned out conductor 
Pierre Monte ax’s musicians, and 
Nijinsky stood on a chair in tire 
wings furiously shouting cues to 
the dancers. Nijinsky’s triumph 
shattered classical ballet tradi¬ 
tions and marked the violent 
birth of modem dance. 
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